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PrefaceThe inspiration for this guide came from two articles. Bob Lawrence’s article titled “Herding Cats” had many
reenacting truths that are present regardless of group. The “20% Casualties before ‘Landing’” and “Printer’s
Experiencing Critical Failure” seem to be less of a trope and more of a fact the more I talk with people about this
hobby. That article as well as the Sicherungs-Regiment 195 Handbook hit on something that we as a group seem to
be missing-codified standards. While the “long-lost” bylaws have guided our group for over a decade, we have never
formalized the basics of our knowledge into a written format; rather, anecdotal knowledge is spread between
members with no basis in fact. While much of it is true, there needs to be a better attempt to ground our knowledge
in fact in order to avoid incidents like the “Civil War Cannon” 60mm Mortar interactions of old.
Recently, the hobby has seen a push for the “Campaigner” methods of Civil War reenacting- immersion and
realism as close as you can to experiencing “the suck”. While that will never be a strength of ours, we as a group can
do better to depict and tell the Headquarters’ story to the public, grounding our interactions with “personal history”
such as Red’s story of Cpt. Nixon spending the opening hours of D-Day drinking with a French Farmer rather than
following his orders. Our strength is in our ability to interact with the public and tell these stories-we do not just
provide displays as if we were part of the museums, rather we provide interactions that tell these Soldier’s stories.
This guide is not intended to be the “end-all, be-all” for 506th Reenactors; rather it is meant to serve both as an
introductory reference to those new to the group and serve as a reference for those who have been with us for a
while. My intent for this document is for it to be a living document, frequently updated and added to in order to both
grow us as a unit and the hobby as a whole. While it will never have enough answers to satisfy all members, this
guide should point you in the right direction for further references and answers. As the Regimental motto says, “We
Stand Alone, Together”. Our group can only be as good as you the individual makes it. Thank you for all the hard
work you have put into this group so far- I can only hope this handbook helps provide some tidbits and details that
can help that effort at future events.
-
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Tim Lehotsky
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I.

Who We Are and Our History as a Reenactment Group
The 506th Parachute Infantry Regiment Re-enactors,
Incorporated was founded in 2001, shortly before the release
of HBO’s Band of Brothers series. Originally organized as “3rd
Platoon, Easy Company, 506th PIR”, the group quickly built a
reputation establishing attention to detail and presenting an
encampment that was inspected by the veterans themselves;
however, with the release of the Band of Brothers mini-series
came an influx of Easy Company reenacting groups and the
unit lost its sense of identity with multiple groups in the region
claiming to be THE Easy Company. In 2008, one of the group’s

Veteran Advisor Richard “Red” Falvey with group members

advisors, Richard Falvey, suggested that we rebrand and
portray his company, 2nd Battalion’s Headquarters Company,

506th PIR. With the majority of reenactors portraying riflemen in a Rifle Companies, this was the perfect way to focus
in on a previously untapped niche in the reenacting community without having to lose our identity as an Airborne
unit or the close relationships we had developed with our Airborne veteran advisors. While the number of advisors
and World War II veterans who pass through our encampment dwindles each year, we continue to learn from, honor
and emulate our heroes so that we can teach the next generation the story of the 506th.
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II.

Historical Background
In the summer of 1942, the Army formed a new regiment to test how well they could take civilians fresh off

the street and develop them into an effective combat unit.1 Prior to this, the Army assigned cadres (individuals in a
leadership role) to a new organization and then filled the new unit with soldiers from Basic Training. For Airborne
units, individuals would go through basic training and then volunteer for Airborne school, attending with other
soldiers from around the Army before
being assigned to an existing or new
unit. The test unit would challenge
that idea by taking Airborne volunteers
fresh off the street, conduct a rigorous
Basic Training program before
becoming Airborne qualified at Jump
School all as a single unit.
Formed in July of 1942 at
Camp Toccoa, GA (Figure 1), the
506th Parachute Infantry Regiment

Figure 1-Camp Toccoa, GA (Currahee Scrapbook)

(PIR) was made up of fourteen
companies-nine Rifle Companies, three Battalion-level Headquarters Companies, a Regimental Headquarters
Company, and a Service Company. As part of this new unit. Headquarters Company, 2nd Battalion (2HQ) was
responsible for command and control of three of the Rifle Companies (D, E and F Companies), coordinating efforts
and support to enable the Rifle Companies maneuver in accordance with the Battalion Commander’s, Ltc. Robert
Strayer, intent. The Organization of the Headquarters Company was split into four sections; the Battalion
Headquarters, Headquarters Section, Light Machine Gun Platoon, and 81mm Mortar Platoon. Each section and
platoon, while assigned to the Headquarters Company, was attached to the Rifle Companies in order to better
support their maneuver with additional capabilities such as better communications or additional suppressive fire,
both direct and indirect.
Training at Camp Toccoa was rigorous. Soldiers new to the 506th were assigned to “W” Company to be inprocessed for eventual assignment to a company. The experience was “unforgettable” as “W” Company lived in
tents as opposed to the hardstand barracks in the process of being built. Beds settled into the mud and “soon you
would be sleeping at ground level with the water running by your ears.”2 As the Companies reached capacity,
training began with the emphasis on physical fitness. Calisthenics, an obstacle course, and running Currahee
Mountain were the daily orders and Soldiers unable to meet the high physical demands were sent back to “W”
Company to be sent elsewhere in the Army. Training lasted thirteen weeks with some of the time spent at Clemson

1
2

Ian Gardner and Roger Day, Tonight We Die as Men (Oxford: Osprey, 2009), 16.
Currahee, 21.
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Universities’ campus to utilize their rifle range and much of the other time conducting basic field problems to
familiarize the Soldiers with new skills, utilizing their new levels of physical fitness. 34
Moving to Fort Benning in November of
1942, Headquarters Company undertook a 118mile foot march in 72 hours from Camp Toccoa
to Atlanta to show the physical prowess of the
American parachute soldier. 5 6From Atlanta, they
traveled to Fort Benning, GA where they
conducted jump training, concluding on
Christmas Day. Headquarters Company
continued to travel around the East Coast,
conducting many field problems and
demonstrations to both better learn and show
the capabilities of this type of warfare. In
September of 1943, the 506th deployed to
England, staging in preparation for the Invasion
of Fortress Europe. 7 2HQ was billeted in

Figure 2-Photo of the 2nd BN, 506th on the march to Atlanta. T/4 Benjamin
Stoney is the 2nd from right (506th Regiment Association)

Aldbourne, England and given a consistent
regimen of physical training and field problems to prepare them for the difficulties ahead. 8 Finally, on 27 May 1944,
2nd Battalion Headquarters and the rest of the Battalion moved to Upottery Airfield to stage for Operation Neptunethe airborne part of Operation Overlord–the invasion of Normandy. 9
General Maxwell Taylor, the Commanding General of the 101st Airborne Division, tasked the 506th PIR to Drop Zone
C (to the west of Ste. Marie du Mont) with the objective of securing Exits #1 & 2 (Figure 3). 10 By securing these
causeways, the 506th would enable the 4th Infantry Division to move inland from Utah Beach. As part of this, 2HQ
would establish the Battalion Command Post (CP) in the town of Hebert and provide support for Companies E and F,
who would secure the two causeways while D Company remained behind as the Battalion Reserve element.11

12 13

However, due to multiple factors, only one stick (approximately thirteen paratroopers) of 2nd Battalion landed
anywhere remotely close to Drop Zone C. The rest of the 2nd Battalion was scattered all over the Cotentin Peninsula,

Currahee, 22.
Currahee, 27.
5 Mark Bando, Vanguard of the Crusade: The 101st Airborne in World War II (N.l.: Heimdal, 2012), 7.
6 For more photos, see http://old.506infantry.org/hiswwii/his2ndbnwwiiphoto37.html.
7 Bando, Vanguard of the Crusade, 8.
8 Bando, Vanguard of the Crusade, 12.
9 Regimental Journal for Operation Neptune, RG 427, NARA II at College Park
10 S.L.A. Marshall, “Regimental Unit Study #3: 506 Parachute Infantry Regiment in Normandy Drop,” n.d., 8-3.1 BB3, Historical Manuscripts Collection, United
States Army, https://history.army.mil/documents/WWII/506-Nor/506-nor.htm, 2.
11 Marshall, 3.
12 See Appendix A for a detailed flight plan
13 Army doctrine (textbook guidance, not hard rules) and later 101st ABN Standard Operating Procedure (See Memorandum dated 29 Sept. 1944 for more info)
dictated that 1/3rd of any force in a defense position was to be kept as a reserve (i.e. two squads on the line, one in reserve; two platoons on the line, one
in reserve, all the way up to a battalion-sized element being held as the Division reserve as opposed to at the Regimental-level).
3
4
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Officers, NCOs, and Soldiers of the Battalion gathered into small groups and set about attempting to fulfill their
original objectives.
“[Cpt. Hester], S-3 of the
Battalion, landed with [2nd
Battalion’s] leading
elements. He figured that
the stick had spread over
about 1000 yards during
the descent; so he walked
back 500 yards in the
direction which the planes
had come, thinking this
would put him at about the
center of his small group.

Figure 3-Map of the 506th (-3rd BN)'s objectives on D-Day (Regt Unit Study #3)

There, he put up a string of amber bundle lights in a tree. The signal did its work; officers and men began to
find their way into the position. HESTER was still in doubt as to his location; so he dispatched LT LEWIS
NIXON, S-2, to prowl the nearest village. NIXON routed out a Frenchman and was told that the village was
FOUCARVILLE. […] A considerable group had gathered around HESTER while NIXON was making his
reconnaissance; in the passage of little more than one hour, the force included a communications platoon, a
machine gun platoon, approximately 80 men from Battalion Headquarters Company, 90 men from Company
D, 6 men from Company F and 8 from Company E. By 0333, LT COL STRAYER and the 15 men of 506th
Regiment who had initially joined up with COL CASSIDY'S force, came along the road with that column, and
STRAYER took over from HESTER.”14
By the end of June 6th, 2HQ had consolidated over half of its personnel and established Battalion CP
operations for Ltc. Strayer, setting up a defense in the vicinity of Culoville at around 2030. Setting out towards
Carentan on the morning of the 7th, 2nd Battalion encountered the 6th German Parachute Regiment fighting a
delaying action near the town of Vierville. 15 Coming under sniper fire, the Battalion column was slowed until engaged
by machine gun and rifle fire; upon this increase in fire, Ltc. Strayer called forward a platoon of M4 Shermans from
the 746th Tank Battalion who helped to suppress the threat. 16 Trapped between the American gunfire and a swamp,
the Germans surrendered, but not before suffering 125 casualties of their own in addition to the surviving 125. 17
2HQ suffered only one killed in action (KIA)-T/4 Benjamin L. Stoney of the S-2 section. 18

19 20

T/5 Gordon King, a

Marshall, 14-15.
Cpl. Montgomery Diary, 3. Author’s Collection.
16 Ltc. Maynard Peterson et al., Armor in Operation Neptune (Fort Knox, KY: Armored School, 1949), 56.
17 Interview with Red Falvey, 2012. Author’s Collection.
18 T/4 Benjamin Stoney was killed in action here. For a detailed account, see Fighting Fox Company pages 128-129 as well as Webster’s Parachute Infantry
pages 40-42.
19 http://www.orovilleveteransmemorialpark.org/biographies/oroville/stoney/stoney_by_gallone.htm
20 Dalton Einhorn, From Toccoa to the Eagle's Nest: Discoveries in the Bootsteps of the Band of Brothers (Charleston, SC: BookSurge Publishing, 2009), 380.
14
15
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SCR-300 radio operator for both the Battalion Executive Officer (Major Oliver Horton) and Intelligence Officer (S-2)
(First Lieutenant Lewis Nixon), later described the Company’s first major contact with the Germans:
That’s when we had our first serious
engagement, D+1, and showed what well
trained, coordinated and integrated troops
can do, since the enemy on the opposing
hedgerow actually, maybe 200 yards over
there, was armed substantially the same
as we were […] [The Germans] couldn’t
reach us when our tanks came up upon
my call. Five [Shermans] from the beach
and just about covered by the sunken
road, in other words, they were what
tankers called hull defilades, all that

Figure 4-Town of Vierville, oriented North along 2HQ’s approach route
(Author’s Collection).

sticks up in your hull is the turret and the
gun. […] The fellas came closed up, but then a couple opened [their hatch] flaps and our communications
officer, a Lieutenant [Baranowski] as I recall, jumped up[.] I can still see him climbing, or attempting to climb
on the tank, but he may have just stood behind it and hollered “Canister!, Canister!”. And of course, tankers,
[…] had already loaded [their guns] with canister, which is a 75-millimeter shell full of buckshot. And, I don’t
think anyone could say how long their firing lasted, or how many shots each tank fired, I would say just from
the clammers, I recall the length of the clammers, 5 to 10 rounds, not over 10 rounds per tank and maybe
not even 5 rounds per tank. […] But, in short order, the laundry came up on the other hedge and we
subsequently discovered that we had taken, the figures are in the actual day by day report, […], I believe the
figures are 140 killed and 150 [taken] prisoners, approximately. And, we had one man killed and four or five
wounded. 21
After eliminating the German rear-guard, the Battalion established a defense around Regimental Headquarters in
the vicinity of Angoville-au-Plain, southeast of Vierville, and returned to the role of Regimental reserve.22 By the night
of the 7th, 2HQ had assembled 120 Enlisted and 12 Officers out of its 17 Officers and 173 Enlisted that jumped
into Normandy. 23 24 On the 9th, the Battalion moved to the northwest, towards Basse-Addeville, while the Division’s
artillery and Headquarters’ 81mm Mortar Platoon conducted fire missions upon the German defenders of Carentan.
Two of the Company’s Machine Gun teams were moved to cover a nearby bridge in the vicinity of this new position.
Originally tasked to just the 502nd, Carentan quickly became a Division-level problem as the 502nd sustained heavy
casualties along “Purple Heart Lane” and would be unable to capture the city on its own. Thus, the 506th was
committed in a flanking maneuver around the western side of the city.
Interview with Gordon E. King, A Small Place in History. n.l: Wisconsin Veterans Museum, 1994, 19-20.
Cpl. Montgomery Diary, 4. Author’s Collection.
23 Regimental Journal for Operation Neptune, RG 407, NARA II at College Park
24 2HQ Company Daily Report, 05 June 1944, Daily Reports, National Archives at St. Louis.
21
22
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On the night of the 11th, 2nd Battalion conducted a march around the west side of Carentan to approach the
city from the south, effectively trapping the remaining Fallschirmjäger rearguard in the city. By midday, the city had
fallen to the combined 506th and 501st PIR attack. In preparation for the by doctrine German counter-attack, 2HQ
moved southwest towards higher ground in order to establish a better defensive position on approximately two and
a half miles away from Carentan.
By this time, the 17th SS Panzergrenadier Division had arrived to reinforce the 6th German Parachute
Regiment. This combined force was moving to counter-attack Carentan, travelling along the same axis of advance as
the 506th PIR. As both parties closed with one another, a meeting engagement occurred on the outskirts of town
with the 506th initially seizing the initiative before their advance was stopped a little over a mile outside of Carentan.
With their movement to the defensible terrain denied by the Germans, the 506th established hasty defensive
positions and began to coordinate an attack scheduled for the following morning; at 0500, 2nd Battalion with nine
tanks in support attacked the Germans. The attack launched easily but was stalled by 0630 when the Germans
began to counter-attack. 25 Stuck between a rail line to the north and “Bloody Gully” to the south, 2nd Battalion
faced the combined-arms attack of the Panzer Grenadiers–infantry supported by tanks, self-propelled guns and
artillery caused many casualties and chaos against the Battalion’s hasty defense. D and F Companies received the
brunt of the German attack. Forced to temporarily withdraw, these two companies reorganized and formed a
counter-attack to halt the German advance
and retake the lost ground. At 1410, the
situation began to stabilize as the recently
landed at Utah Beach 2nd Armored Division
arrived and pushed straight into the foray.26
The Panzer Grenadiers withdrew, leaving
2HQ and the Rifle Companies as the victors
of the day. While the Battalion was hit hard,
2HQ once again avoided heavy losses- T/5
Joseph Slosarczyk was the only KIA with
multiple others both seriously and lightly
wounded in action.27

28

2HQ pulled back to

guard Carentan with the rest of the
Regiment for the next two weeks before
Figure 5-Service Co., 506th PIR jeeps in Carentan n.d. (101st Airborne: The
Screaming Eagles at Normandy, 111)

moving to a rearward position on the 29th
of June. 2HQ would remain in reserve until
July 10th when they were sent back to

S-1, S-2, S-3 Operations Neptune Journal, RG337, NARA II at College Park
S-2 Journal Operation Neptune from RG337, NARA II at College Park.
27 Originally a pigeon operator, T/5 Slosarczyk’s birds drowned on D-Day when he landed in one of the flooded fields. Reassigned as a SCR-300 operator for D
Company for the first eight days, T/5 Slosarczyk requested relief shortly before the Battle of Bloody Gulch but none was available. Around 4PM on the 13th
while in the hedgerows, T/5 Slosarczyk stood up and was hit by a stray rifle bullet, killing him.
28 Robert L. Williams, My Return to Normandy plus My Rendezvous with Destiny & Joking Joe Jones (Cincinnati, OH: Sky Spec Publishing, 1995), 40.
25
26
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England on LCT #392. 2HQ left Normandy with 4 Officers and 123 Enlisted out of the 17 Officers and 173 Enlisted
that had jumped into Normandy with the Company. 29
Pulled back to England for rest and refit, 2HQ did not return to combat until Operation Market as part of
Operation Market Garden on 17 September,
1944. 30 Taking off from Membury Airfield, the
101st Airborne Division tasked the 506th with
securing bridges and sections of highway near
the city of Eindhoven in the Netherlands; as part
of this mission, Regiment tasked 2nd Battalion
as the Regimental reserve. Landing on Drop
Zone C, near the town of Son, the 506th’s first
objective was to secure Son’s bridges to
Eindhoven in order to provide a route for the
Figure 6-81st Troop Carrier Squadron Dropping 2/506 on Drop Zone C
(Deliver Us from Darkness)

British Armored Guards to quickly reinforce the
units dropped further north. Approaching Son via

north-south road, a Flak 88 opened up in direct fire down the road leading to the bridge; the call for “Bazooka’s Up
Front!” came down the line and the 2HQ Anti-Tank Section deployed. 31 Moving through the backyards of houses
parallel to the road, “Pvt. Glen Lindsey, highly skilled with his work with the [bazooka], moved forward into position,
fired one round at the 88 nearest [to the 506th], disabling it and killing one of the Germans.” 32 The bridge lay just
beyond this Flak 88. Continuing down the road, the 506th advanced to within 100 yards of the bridge before the
Germans were able to detonate the demolition charges, destroying the bridge. 33 The Regiment would eventual cross
using a hastily-built footbridge; however, the destruction of the real bridge would delay the 506th advance south for
over twelve hours. Proceeding south on the morning of the 18th, the 506th cleared the city of Eindhoven with 2nd
Battalion executing a flanking maneuver from the northeast side of the city, helping 3rd Battalion deal with several
roadblocks preventing their advance. By midafternoon, the British Armored Guards had arrived and begun moving
north through Eindhoven and on to Son as the 506th began to establish a defense around Eindhoven.
By the 19th, the Germans had reorganized from the initial shock of the airborne invasion and began to form
a counterattack near the city of Helmond, forcing Division to order 2nd Battalion there as part of a spoiling attack. 34
Supported by British tanks, the combined American-British task force encountered a well emplaced German defense
outside and around the city, forcing the task force to retreat back to Eindhoven that evening. “Sgt. Jack MacLean [of
the Bazooka section] was near the front of the column as it marched toward Helmond. He wrote: ‘We were sent out

2HQ Company Daily Report, 13 July 1944, Daily Reports, National Archives at St. Louis.
George Koskimaki, Hell's Highway: Chronicle of the 101st Airborne Division in the Holland Campaign, September-November, 1944 (Havertown, PA:
Casemate, 2003), 47.
31 Interview with Richard Falvey, 2012. Author’s Collection.
32 Koskimaki, Hell's Highway, 104.
33 Richard Falvey flanked the Flak 88 as part of the Bazooka Section, being struck with what he thought was a ricochet bullet during this action. He carried the
“fragment” with him and it wasn’t until his collection was donated to AHEC in 2012 that the fragment was discovered to be a section of the demolished
bridge.
34 Koskimaki, Hell's Highway, 129.
29
30
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to the east to a small town. We were right behind the lead unit and I remember one of the scouts came back
exclaiming, ‘My God, I’ve never seen so many tanks – the Germans have more tanks than we have people.’” 35
Quickly pulled back, the combined force waited for a German counterattack that never materialized. Rather, the
Germans attacked further North towards Son to seize the recently erected Bailey Bridge crossing site for traffic to go
north. After being stopped at Son, the Germans regrouped and attempted to cut the road further north, forcing
Division to rush 2nd and 3rd Battalions to stop this attack.
On the 22nd, while the Regiment was
enroute to Uden, the Germans cut the road
between Uden and Veghel. This forced the 2nd
Battalion to deploy in a hasty defense of Veghel,
repelling small counter-attacks that were “held
off without difficulty.” 36 After repulsing these
attacks, the Battalion planned to attack north to
reopen the road leading to Uden. From the
506th After-Action Report: “’During the night
plans were drawn up which called for a British
armored brigade, recalled from the Nijmegen
area, to advance on Veghel from Uden, join
forces with the 2nd Battalion of the 506th,
which was to advance from Veghel toward
Uden, and clear the road in order that the flow

Figure 7- "American airborne troops stand guard, while Dutch civilians look
on, as British tanks cross a small [hastily-built] bridge to take the town of
Zon. [...] 18 Sept 44." (Signal Corps Collection at the National Archives)

of traffic might be resumed. Following that, the
armored brigade was to swing sharply south and cut off the enemy escape route through Erp.’” 37 The morning of the
23rd started out with a bang, as the Germans coordinated a combined artillery and tanks attack against 2nd Battalion
from the southeast. 38 Repulsing these attacks, the Battalion oriented north once again and executed a movement to
contact towards Uden. Moving north, the 2nd Battalion linked in with the British Armored Guards, reopening Hell’s
Highway all the way to Nijmegen. After establishing a defense around Uden, the Germans cut Hell’s Highway once
more, this time south of Veghel. The 506th was once again tasked with re-opening the road. 39 2nd Battalion moved
out on the morning of the 25th, as the Regimental reserve before being committed as part of a flanking maneuver
around the eastern flank with the support of half a Squadron worth of British tanks (approximately 8 tanks). Heavily

Koskimaki, Hell’s Highway, 129.
Koskimaki, Hell's Highway, 291.
37 Koskimaki, Hell's Highway, 291.
38 Koskimaki, Hell's Highway, 291.
39 Koskimaki, Hell's Highway, 312.
35
36
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contested, contact with the friendly force advancing from the south was not established until 1940. 40 The 506th
would spend the rest of September in the defense of Uden.

Figure 8-Map depicting the 506th PIRs actions on 22/23 Sept. 1944 (506th Operation Market AAR, RG 407 at the National Archives at
College Park)

On the 3rd of October, 2nd Battalion moved north to secure part of the frontline in the vicinity of Opheusden.
41

This area would become known as “the Island”. For the next month, 2HQ would conduct defensive operations

against active German forces. At 0600 on the 5th of October, Regiment received multiple reports from the front

Leonard Rapport, Arthur Northwood, and Samuel Lyman Atwood, Rendezvous with Destiny; a History of the 101st Airborne Division (Washington: Infantry
Journal Press, 1948), 372.
41 Koskimaki, Hell's Highway, 369.
40
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describing an increase in German artillery and direct fire contact as the 363rd Volksgrenadier Regiment executed
their mission of clearing the Island of Allied forces.42 While 3rd Battalion took the brunt of the 363rd
Volksgrenadier’s assault, a company of SS soldiers conducted a fixing attack against 2nd Battalion’s positions to
prevent them from reinforcing 3rd Battalion. 43 Supported by the 321st Glider Field Artillery Battalion, the 506th as a
whole repulsed these attacks inflicting heavy casualties upon the Germans. 44 While the rest of the 506th was
involved in subsequent attacks on the 6th and 7th, 2nd Battalion did not take as heavy of casualties as the other
two Battalions in the Regiment. In three days worth of fighting, the Regiment had lost 1/3rd of its Officers and1/4th
of its enlisted soldiers.45 Following these attacks, on the 14th of October, 2nd Battalion rotated to Divisional reserve
as 1st and 3rd Battalions of the 506th and the 327th Glider Infantry Regiment consolidated the Division’s positions
east of Opheusden. 46 On the night of the 22nd-23rd, 2nd Battalion executed a rescue mission across the lower
Rhine, helping 142 British soldiers cross over enemy lines.47
On the 28th, the Regiment moved east to secure the sector across from Arnhem, moving the Battalion CP to
Schoonderlogt.48 For another month, 2HQ endured the trench warfare that had become a way of life on the Island;
on the 25th of November, Canadian Forces relieved the 506th. The Regiment headed rearward to Mourmelon,
France for rest, refit and recovery. 49
Here they would conduct a brief period
of rebuilding before the Battle of the
Bulge began. On the morning of
December 16th, 1944, the German 5th
and 6th Panzer Armies launched their
strategic counter-offensive aimed at
capturing the Allied-held port of Antwerp;
as part of this overarching goal, the
smaller crossroads town of Bastogne
needed to be captured in order to allow
the rapid flow of forces towards the main
objective.50 As the VIII Corps collapsed
under the onslaught of the numerical

Figure 9-81MM Mortar Team in action on the "Island" (Currahee Scrapbook, 100)

superior German forces, the 101st was alerted for and began movement on the 18th of December, covering 115
miles to join a hasty defense thinly held by Combat Command B of the 10th Armored Division. 2HQ moved with the
rest of the Battalion by 2.5-ton & 10-ton trucks and arrived at Champs, just outside of Bastogne, Belgium at 0300

Rapport, 385.
Major Horton, the former XO of 2nd Battalion, was killed during this attack while serving as the 3rd Battalion CO.
44 Rapport, 386.
45 Rapport, 393.
46 Extract of Unit Journal, RG 407, NARA II at College Park
47 Rapport, 401.
48 Maj. Richard Winters, Beyond Band of Brothers (New York: Berkley Publishing Group, 2006), 154.
49 Koskimaki, Hell’s Highway, 433.
50 Mark Bando, Vanguard of the Crusade: the 101st Airborne in World War 2 (Bayeux, France: Heimdal, 2012), 194.
42
43
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on the 19th. 2nd Battalion was ordered to establish as the Regimental Reserve in the vicinity of Luzeny while 1st and
3rd Battalions attacked to slow the German advance in Noville and Foy. 51 2nd Battalion did not move on to the
frontlines until the 20th of December, committed to fill a position previously held by 3rd Battalion on the northeast
flank of the 501st. 52 As they moved into position, the Battalion took artillery fire- Cpl. John Barickman (Mortars), Cpl.
Norman Huffman, Pfc. Charles Fournier (Mortars), and Pvt. Charles Kodick (Mortars) were wounded in this
shelling. 53 54

55

Set in amongst the Bois Jacques, 2nd Battalion assumed the defensive responsibility for the

northeast section of the perimeter watching the towns of Foy and Noville.56 The Battalion oriented in an L-shape with
2HQ behind Dog and Fox Companies, who were oriented south, while Easy Company was at the base of the L
oriented northeast towards Foy. 2HQ emplaced
itself to support the Rifle Companies, deploying
the Bazooka and machine gun teams amongst the
rifle companies and establishing communication
between the three companies, themselves and
Regimental Headquarters. In addition, the Mortar
Platoon emplaced and registered the 81mm
Mortars. The Battalion had established as
effective of a defense the best they could.
Meanwhile, 1st and 3rd Battalions began to fight
their way back towards Bastogne from Foy and
Noville, taking heavy casualties but buying 2nd
Battalion and the rest of the 101st Airborne
Division the time needed to emplace and prepare
to defend the city.
That night, a detachment of approximately
250 German Volksgrenadiers infiltrated a thick

Figure 10 -2nd Battalion's Main Line of Resistance in the vicinity of D & F
Companies' positions at Bastogne, oriented northward (Author's Collection)

area of the Bois Jacques between 2nd Battalion and the 501st unit boundaries. This noticeable gap quickly became
an issue as both the 506th and 501st had to clear the area in order to better maintain control over the German
probe. At 0530 on the 21st, the Germans attacked in forces, hitting the entire 506th Main Line of Resistance as well
as that of the 501st. 57 Heavy shelling occurred, hitting the Battalion CP but with no KIAs. 58 Snow began to appear
that night as the temperatures began to plummet. On the 23rd, the weather improved and the clouds cleared away
to allow the Air Force to help weaken the German’s resolve. Resupply arrived via C-47s and continued for the next
several days. Still holding the line, 2HQ was not until the evening of the 26th when the Fourth Armored Division broke
Cpl. Montgomery Diary, 49. Author’s Collection.
506th December 1944 Overlays, RG 407, NARA at College Park
53 Cpl. Montgomery Diary, 59. Author’s Collection.
54 https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/141011758/charles-eugene-fournier
55 https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/84086161/norman-eugene-huffman
56 George Koskimaki, Battered Bastards of Bastogne (Havertown, PA: Casemate, 2003), 129-130.
57 506th December 1944 Overlays, RG 407, NARA II at College Park
58 Cpl. Montgomery Diary, 60. Author’s Collection.
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through the German siege to relieve them.
While saved by the resumption of supplies,
2HQ still had to hold their defensive
positions as the Luftwaffe and German
artillery continued to chip away at their
positions. By the 31st, cold weather gear in
the form of overshoes begin to arrive,
helping to alleviate some of the cold
weather injuries that were occurring in the
company.59
On 2 January, 2nd Battalion cleared
the Bois Jacques to the Foy-Margaret Road
Figure 11-2HQ Mortar Section with their makeshift Christmas tree (n.d.) (Koskimaki
Collection at AHEC)

before moving to Regimental reserve the
following night. 60 On the 9th of January, the

Regiment attacked the Fazene Woods, utilizing support from Task Force Cherry of the 10th Armored Division.61 The
10th saw a marked uptick in German artillery fire, leading the Regiment to move back to their old positions with 2nd
Battalion not arriving there until 2300. After the capture of Foy on the 13th, 2nd Battalion moved into the defense on
the 14th to support 3rd Battalion against a combined arms team of armor and infantry.62 At 1220, the Battalion
began moving towards Cobru, receiving artillery and mortar fire as they entered the town. The Battalion spent the
night on the high ground to the east and south of Noville. On the 15th, 2nd Battalion attacked Noville, capturing and
establishing a defense of the town. The 16th saw the Regiment attacking north with 2nd Battalion fighting all the way
to Rachamps with armor support provided by attached Companies from the 705th and 811th Tank Destroyer
Battalions. 63 The next day, the 17th Airborne relieved the Regiment. By 1700 on the 18th, the Regiment was back on
alert for movement south to the 7th Army sector in the vicinity of Sarrebourg.
2HQ arrived in Waldhambach on the 21st where they remained in Division reserve before moving to
Wickersheim on the 26th.64 On 30 January, 2nd Battalion moved to Grussendorf where they remained in Regimental
reserve until the 4th of February. At 1200 on the 4th, the Battalion moved to Hagenuau by trucks and began to
relieve the 313th Infantry Regiment of the 36th Infantry Division, completing the process by 2200 the next day. 2nd
Battalion occupied the East flank of the Regiment, tying in with 117th Infantry Regiment of the 36th Infantry Division
in a north-facing defensive position.65 For the next several days, interactions with the Germans were limited as
operations consisted of refitting and light training matched with aggressive patrolling and reconnaissance across the
Moder River.66 2nd Battalion with H Company attached took over full responsibility for the defensive sector on the
Cpl. Montgomery Diary, 63. Author’s Collection.
AAR January 1945, 1, RG 407, NARA II at College Park.
61 AAR January 1945, 2, RG 407, NARA II at College Park.
62 AAR January 1945, 3, RG 407, NARA II at College Park.
63 AAR January 1945, 4, RG 407, NARA II at College Park.
64 AAR January 1945, 4-5, RG 407, NARA II at College Park.
65 AAR February 1945, Overlay, RG 407, NARA II at College Park.
66 AAR February 1945, 1, RG 407, NARA II at College Park.
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12th and held that position until relieved
by 1st Battalion on the 18th, when it
rotated to Divisional Reserve at
Hochstett. By the 23rd, the 506th began
to move out from the frontlines and
begun preparations to move back to
Mourmelon, arriving there on the 26th. 67
2HQ spent the month of March,
training and integrating new
replacements in preparation for future
airborne operations rumored to be
either across the Rhine or into Berlin,
but with the seizure of the bridge at
Remagen, Operation Varsity and the
decision to cede the Berlin offensive to
the Russians, the Airborne reserves
were no longer needed to be held as

Figure 12-General Eisenhower inspects Soldiers from Kansas after presenting the
101st Airborne with the Distinguished Unit Citation (Presidential Unit Citation) (Signal
Corps Collection at the National Archives)

theater reserve. Spending the month of March at Mormelon, the 101st Airborne Division was not committed to
pursue the German Army over the Rhine and through the Ruhr Valley until the beginning of April. On April 1st, the
506th received orders to move to Erklentz, Germany as a part of the 15th U.S. Army. Utilizing 10-ton trucks and
trailers, 2HQ made their way to Horrem near the Rhine River, arriving there on the 4th of April. 68

69

On the 16th of

April, the 97th Infantry Division reported their presence on the east bank of the Rhine across from 2nd Battalion’s
defensive positions and the following day was relieved by elements of the 94th Infantry Division.70 On the 20th of
April, the 101st was attached to 7th Army and moved south to join them. Utilizing both trucks and railways, the entire
Regiment moved to Landsburg, arriving on the 28th of April and given the mission to protect the North and East flank
of VI corps.71 Reassigned to XXI Corps, the Regiment spent the next few days “catch[ing] up with what remained of
the German Army.”72 On May 3rd, the Regiment received the capture of Berchtesgaden as their final objective of the
war. Moving out towards the town, the Regiment encountered scattered resistance in the form of light fire and road
blocks, eventually detouring through the route that the 3rd Infantry Division used to capture the town on the 4th of
May. The 5th of May found 2HQ in Berchtesgaden where they received the order to “’stand fast on present
positions.’” 73 On the 10th, 2HQ received orders to move to Austria where they would spend the occupation period
before moving to Joigny, France, arriving on August 4th to continue training for the eventual invasion of Japan. 74 With
AAR February 1945, 2, RG 407, NARA II at College Park.
2nd Battalion occupied a position from F339839 to F299879 along the west bank of the Rhine.
69 April 1945 AAR, 1, RG 407, NARA II at College Park.
70 April 1945 AAR, 2, RG 407, NARA II at College Park.
71 April 1945 AAR, 3, RG 407, NARA II at College Park.
72 May 1945 AAR, 1, RG 407, NARA II at College Park.
73 May 1945 AAR 1, RG 407, NARA II at College Park
74 Narrative July-Aug 1945, 2, RG 407, NARA II at College Park
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the dropping of the atomic bombs and Japan’s unconditional surrender, the war was over. Slowly rotating soldiers
home, 2nd Battalion Headquarters, along with the rest of the 506th, was inactivated in November of 1945
III.

2HQ Killed in Action
6 June 1944
Halls, John D Pfc.
Fountain, Bryce L. Pfc. (Awarded the BSM Posthumously)
Ervin, Simmie C. Sgt. (MIA -> KIA)
Williams, Leslie E. Pvt. (MIA -> KIA)
McClelland, Ralph W. Pvt. (MIA -> KIA)
Hodgkin, Charles F. Pvt. (MIA -> KIA)
Eckels, Donald D. Pfc. (MIA -> KIA)
Ash, William E. Pvt. (MIA -> KIA) 75
LaRose, Oliver L. Pvt. (MIA -> KIA)
7 June
Stoney, Benjamin J. T/4
13 June
Slosarczyk Joseph F. T/5
26 July
Lavenson, George 1Lt. (SWA->Died in plane crash back to the States)
18 September
Moore, James H. 1Lt.
23 September
Rybinski, Bruno W. Pvt.
Broadhead, John W. Pvt.
Siegworth, George J. Pfc.
Blaum, Paul E. 2Lt. (DOW)
Rogers, Robert M. Ssgt. (DOW)
26 September
Foster, Bernard J. Pvt.
6 October
Shears, James R. Pvt.
8 October
Roman, Eugene O. Pvt.
Lambrecht, Harold Cpl. (DOW)

75

Killed in a makeshift aid station by the Germans on the morning of the 6th. Webster, 52.
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21 December
Ceniceros, Salvador G. Pfc.
2 January
Peterson, Leland SSgt.
3 January
Thirlkled, Charles Jr. 2Lt.
MacDowell, Carl 1Lt.
9 January
Gibson, Harry A. Pfc.
Hannah, Carl Pvt. (DOW) 76
10 January
Lawrence, Lester P. Pfc.
14 January
Walling, Garrett A. Pfc.
1 February
Garland, Dennis D. Pvt.
IV.

Unit Structure
While the Table of Organization and Equipment (TO&E) for the Headquarters Company, Parachute Infantry

changed multiple times during the course of the war, the basic structure remained the same: Battalion
Headquarters, Headquarters Platoon, Light Machine-Gun Platoon, and a 81-mm Mortar Platoon. 77

78

Battalion Headquarters
Battalion Headquarters, while an organized section underneath Headquarters Company, was an
independent, dependent section that administratively held the Battalion-level leadership.
Headquarters Platoon
Of the three main sections, Headquarters Platoon was the largest, containing three officers, ten NCOs and
fifty-one enlisted. While providing the leadership for the rest of the Company, it was also responsible for
providing administrative services to the Rifle Companies. Split into three sections, these groups were
responsible for providing additional manpower to support the Battalion Staff, a Mess Section to feed the
Battalion, and a Communications Section which provided radio operators, pigeoneers and lineman to
establish communication for the Battalion and Rifle Companies through a variety of mediums.
Light Machine-Gun Platoon
The Machine Gun Platoon provided a relatively self-explanatory service–provide additional direct firepower to
augment each Rifle Company’s twelve Gun, Machine, Light Cal. .30 (M1919A4 .30 Caliber Machine Guns).

While the daily logs list him as wounded on the 9th, according to his obituary published in 1944, Pvt. Hannah’s body was never found.
TO 7-36, Infantry Headquarters and Headquarters Company, Battalion, Parachute dated February 17th, 1942
78 Reference the Bylaws for more information on specific numbers per grade
76
77
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The eight Gun, Machine, Light Cal. .30s were split between two sections consisting of four MG teams; each
team consisted of one Gunner, Light Machine Gun (Corporal), one Gunner, Assistant (Private or Private First
Class), and two Ammunition Bearers (Privates or Privates First Class) with a Sergeant managing the four MG
teams. In the Platoon Headquarters, the Platoon Commander (1st Lieutenant), Assistant Platoon Commander
(2nd Lieutenant) and Platoon Sergeant (Staff Sergeant) made up the leadership team with three additional
Privates or Privates First Class providing filling the Basic slot to provide additional security and firepower. 79
81-mm Mortar Platoon
While each Rifle Company had three Mortar 60-mm M2, these indirect fire support weapons were limited in
effectiveness due to their size; the Mortar, 81-mm, M1 provided similar effects with greater range and more
firepower. The Mortar 60-mm M2, although much lighter and portable (42lbs vs 136lbs) but were only
effective out 1,935 yards as compared to the Mortar, 81-mm, M1 being able to range out to 3,290 yards
(3lbs and 6.87lbs shells respectively). With the longer range and the larger blast radius, the Mortar, 81-mm,
M1 provided the Rifle Companies with greater indirect fire support and served as an intermediate between
the light Mortar 60-mm M2 and the 75mm Howitzers of the Parachute/Glider Field Artillery Battalions. The
Platoon of two officers, eight NCOs and twenty-nine enlisted was split into two sections of two squads with
each squad manning their own Mortar, 81-mm, M1 for a total of four tubes. Each squad consisted of one
Corporal serving as the Squad Leader, four Ammunition Bearers, one Gunner and one Gunner’s Assistant (all
T/4s through Pvts.). Managing the two squads was the Section Headquarters manned only by a Sergeant.
The Headquarters Section for the 81-mm Mortar Platoon consisted of the Platoon Commander (1st
Lieutenant), Assistant Platoon Commander (2nd Lieutenant), Platoon Sergeant (Staff Sergeant) and an Agent
and Instrument Corporal.
V.

Uniforms and Equipment

While reenacting is a relatively expensive hobby to begin with, there is no need to empty your pockets and buy
everything at once from the major vendors (e.g. At the Front, J. Murray Inc., etc.) in a package. Much of building an
excellent impression is building it over time and purchasing items of higher quality while attempting to minimize the
strain on your wallet. If you are a new member, we ask that you talk with one of the more experienced members who
has been around for a while and knows what products are or aren’t worth your time and money. If there is an item
for which you are looking, ask other members of the group; often, they have one, two or many more extras that they
would be willing to sell at a lower price than you would find at the local antique shop or militaria vendor. Another
option is to use Ebay or the Facebook “For Sale” pages. People will often sell the gear for far less than what they
paid as they are getting out of the hobby or are looking to do other impressions. The best bet is to work with a
seasoned member to get your basics in order using these methods, as they understand the market as to what is a
deal and what is just another person’s junk at top dollar.

79

The titles Platoon Commander and Platoon Leader are used interchangeably at this point. The TO&E refers to the position as “Platoon Commander” while
506th Regimental documents refer to them as “Platoon Leaders”.
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Everyone wants to purchase their weapon as one of their first items, however it is much easier to borrow an
extra weapon from someone established in the group than it is to borrow the clothes off of their backs. There is a
loaner program for those interested in trying the hobby; there is no rush to go out and purchase everything or
anything before your first event. Once you have confirmed that you wish to be a part of the group, the only “needed”
items are:
●

Coat, Parachute, Jumpers with Service Sleeve Insignia, 101st

●

Trousers, Parachute, Jumpers

●

Boots, Parachutist

●

Cap, Garrison, Olive Drab with Airborne Patch

●

Footlocker

●

Cot, Folding, Canvas

●

Wool Blanket

●

Tent, Shelter Half

Everything else can be borrowed from other members or is not necessary to participate in your first few events.
See Appendix H for the purchase list in its recommended order.
As you continue as a member (and as funds allow), we ask that you continue to grow your impression from the
barebones to that of a fully equipped member of the 506th throughout the war. While each item in the guide is listed
by it historically correct title per the U.S. Army Quartermaster, the reenactor/modern wording is included in
parenthesis to better help find the product. A brief description of the item’s historical context is provided followed by
a sequential list of the group’s top three recommended vendors for the item. While original is the optimal for all of
the items, some originals are just too cost prohibitive to justify purchasing for use and abuse. The items that can be
found and used at a reasonable price are mentioned as originals for their number one recommendation. These
recommendations are not requirements, just suggestions based off of our experiences in terms of quality and
accuracy as compared to the originals. These recommendations are all subjective and prone to change with the ever
growing and changing reenactor market as various companies improve upon (or regress) with each production run
of an item. 80 81 82 This list is not all encompassing and will be added to with later versions.
KEY NOTE: Web Gear Color-Traditionally the Living Historian community defines Early War items (1942 through
mid-1944) as OD#3 while late war items are Transitional/OD#7 (Mid-1944 to End). Transitional items refer to an
item that has both OD#3 and OD#7 colored webbing on it. Both transitional and OD#7 items were produced as early
as 1942, but not en mass until 1943/44. When trying to decide what color to purchase, consult primary sources for
what the “average” soldier was wearing during that operation.

Much of the qualitative descriptions in regards to “what appeared the most frequently” is not done on quantitative data, rather based off of observations and
perceptions from a historical photo survey. More data is needed to confirm or deny the statements made in this article
81 OD#3 is the proper name for what reenactors refer to as “Khaki”, while OD#7 is “Green”. The Army began to change its dye/color requirements for gear and
uniforms around 1943, resulting in a mix of the two (known as “transitional”). To reenactors, OD#7 = late war, even though it began to appear in quantity
with the issue of new equipment prior to the Normandy Invasion.
82 Try to avoid buying “economy” level gear. While the item will meet the requirements, often due to lesser quality, you will end up rebuying the item’s higher
quality brethren. Buy it “right”, buy it once.
80
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Uniforms 83
Coat, Parachute, Jumper & Trousers, Parachute, Jumper (M42s)- The iconic uniform of the World War II paratrooper,
this was the standard combat uniform for the 506th up through Normandy. Consisting of multiple pockets, the intent
was to provide paratroopers with as much storage space for additional supplies and equipment necessary with a
lack of traditional logistical support. As both the 82nd and 101st Airborne Divisions gained experience with the
uniform, they began to experiment with additional reinforcing on areas of the uniform that were prone to “blow
outs”. For the 101st, this consisted of adding canvas reinforcing to the elbows and bottom pockets of the jacket and
on the knees and side pockets for the pants. In addition, ¾ inch webbing was sewn into the inner seams in order to
secure the pants pockets and prevent their opening during the initial jump.84 While some members of the 506th did
go further than the reinforcing, adding additional pockets or bandoleers on the back or shoulders, skip the “506th”
type jackets as their use in reenacting has become an overdone “fad” when compared to the documented
instances.
Suggested Vendors: (Unreinforced) At the Front, WWII Impressions, What Price Glory (Reinforced) Buy one of
the aforementioned Unreinforced sets and have Service Co. Rigger Mods do the reinforcing, At the Front,
WWII Impressions
Boots, Jumper, Parachute (Jump Boots)- Issued in conjunction with the Coat, Parachute, Jumpers & Trousers,
Parachute, Jumpers, Boots, Jumper were another symbol of the paratroopers. Highly desired and sought after, they
quickly became the subject of numerous fist fights when non-airborne qualified soldiers and officers were caught
wearing them. For the Army, these boots were designed to provide additional ankle support for conducting
parachute landing falls (PLFs) while soldiers saw them as an improvement over the Service Shoes, Rubber Tap and
Leggings, M-1938 combination that the rest of the Army wore. These boots were polished to a high shine when worn
with dress uniforms, as they were the status symbol of the paratroopers, separating them from the “legs” (nonairborne qualified soldiers).
Suggested Vendors: Corcoran, At the Front, Standard Parachute Company
Service Sleeve Insignia, 101st [SSI] (101st Airborne Patch with Tab)- The SSI was developed as a way for soldiers to
quickly recognize one another’s organization based off of a simple unique patch sewn on to the left shoulder of a
uniform. The concept of the SSI was designed shortly after World War 1 and continues to this day. After its activation
in 1942, the 101st Airborne adopted the bald eagle Regimental mascot of the 7th Wisconsin (from the American Civil
War), Old Abe, due to its roots as a Wisconsin National Guard Division. 85 Hence, the “Screaming Eagle” moniker
upon every 101st soldier’s left shoulder.
Suggested Vendors: Green Army Productions, WWII Impressions, At the Front

For the sake of space and ink, photos are not included in this guide.
In addition, uniforms turned in for reinforcing as well as other items were to be converted to “special” uniforms by adding the chemical CC-2 to each item to
serve as gas protection. This wax layer was intend to provide limited gas protection until the proper gas capes could be utilized by the soldiers. Upon
landing, many members of the 506th boiled their uniforms in Calvados pots or exchanged them for un-CC-2’d sets due to their pungent smell and the
clothing’s inability to ventilate properly. This transition back to the “regular” uniforms primarily occurred during the lull in fighting after the Battle of Bloody
Gulch on the 13th.
85 While it was templated as a Wisconsin National Guard unit and briefly activated during World War I, the 101st did not leave the formation stages, let alone
actually train during the war.
83
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Cap, Garrison, OD (Garrison or Overseas Cap)- Designed as a cost and space-saving replacement for the Cap,
Service, the Cap, Garrison, OD was designed to function as headgear for the Class A and Class B uniforms. Worn by
soldiers in all other uniform configurations, these were meant for a garrison-type environment and not seen on the
frontlines. These caps were an Army issued item (curved top) but could were purchased from local tailors in a “PXstyle or Airborne-style” (straight top), creating the iconic peak on both ends. Also needed is the Airborne Patch
identifier, which was sewn on the left side of the Cap.
Suggested Vendors: Original, WWII Impressions, At the Front
Shirt, Flannel, OD (M-1937/42 Wool Shirt)- The base item for all classes of uniforms, the Shirt, Flannel, OD was
intended to be worn in the field, at formal social functions and everything in between. The shirt could be worn with or
without the tie, depending on the occasion and the uniform with which the shirt was being worn. After the initial rush
during the Army’s expansion years, the pattern was redeveloped to serve as another layer for personnel gas
protection scheme, adding additional flaps to prevent chemicals from interacting with exposed skin. The late/postwar specification (PQD Spec. 473) is similar in construction, so be sure to avoid the darker colored shirts (OD-33
with brown buttons) if purchasing an original.
Suggested Vendors: Original 86, At the Front, WWII Impressions
Necktie, Cotton, Mohair, Khaki (G.I. Tie)- Generic wool tie in Khaki No. 5; it was worn with both the Class As and the
Class Bs, and sometimes with the combat uniforms, both during training exercises and in combat.
Suggested Vendors: Original, At the Front, What Price Glory
Jacket, Field, M-1943 & Trouser, Field, M-1943, modified (M-43s)- Not issued to the 101st until prior to Operation
Market, the Jacket and Trouser, Field M-1943 were worn from then onward as their combat uniform. Designed as a
layered system, the Jacket and Trouser set was built with extra room for the Liner, Pile or Jacket, Field, Wool, O.D. to
fit underneath. While the Army-issued trousers lacked the side pockets seen in the Trouser, Parachute, Jumper,
Regimental Riggers across the 101st added side pockets to mimic those of the Trousers and increase the utility of
the new trousers.
Suggested Vendors: WWII Impressions, At the Front, What Price Glory (Buy the regular trousers and have
either Service Co. Rigger Mods or Herb Zamar do the modifications for a more accurate
pocket/reinforcement).
Boots, Service, Combat (Double Buckle Boots)- Meant as a replacement for the Service Shoes, Rubber Tap, Service
Shoe, Reverse Upper, and Boots, Parachutist, Double Buckle Boots were designed in coordination with the new M1943 uniform to help standardized the U.S.’s supply system. At the same time, the new boots would eliminate the
need for Leggings, M-1938 with their addition of a double buckled cuff that would allow soldiers to tuck their
trousers and prevent debris from entering their boots.
Suggested Vendors: At the Front, WWII Impressions, SM Wholesale
86

Size means all in terms of price for original uniforms. “Data compiled for millions of inductees shows the following to be the actual measurements of the
"average" newcomer to the Army as he appears at the clothing counter of a reception center: 5' 8" tall; 144 pounds in weight; 33 ¼" chest measurement;
31" waist measurement. From the tariff tables showing the frequency of size issues it is found that the sizes most frequently issued are a 7 to 7½ hat,
number 9 gloves, a 15 shirt with a 33" sleeve, a 36 regular jacket, a pair of trousers with a 32" waist and a 32" leg length, size 11 socks, and size 9-D
shoes. These figures may be taken to indicate the size of the "average American young man (Harold Godwin, Tailor to Millions).” Thus, imagine the bell curve
in terms of frequency, demand and hence production of those larger sizes. Less frequent and more in demand=higher prices.
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Belt, Web, Waist, EM, M-1937-A one-inch cotton webbed belt with an open black buckle, the belt helps to distribute
the extra weight in the trousers of your combat uniform or Trousers, Wool when wearing the Class A or B uniform.
Suggested Vendors: At the Front, WWII Impressions, What Price Glory
Suspenders, Trouser- Made in multiple variations throughout the war, the June of ’43 pattern added leather tabs to
connect with the buttons in the trousers as opposed to the simpler cloth version previously issued.
Suggested Vendors: At the Front, WWII Impressions, What Price Glory
Trousers, Wool Serge, OD-Matched in fabric color to the Shirts, Flannel, Trousers, Wool Serge, OD went through
multiple pattern changes throughout the war, adding a pocket flap to the left rear pocket and changing the color to
OD#33 at the very end of the war.87 Go with the lighter shade, war-time ones to allow for a versatility in impressions
rather than purchasing the late/post-war pattern at a lower cost.
Suggested Vendors: Original, At the Front, WWII Impressions
Coat, Wool, Serge, OD 18-oz (Class A Jacket)- Introduced in 1926, the Coat, Wool, Serge was meant to serve both as
a dress uniform and field uniform until the introduction of the Jacket, Field, OD (M-1941 Jacket) which then
relegated it to Formal Attire limited to the Class A uniform. With minor changes occurring in March 1941 and June
1942, the Coat, Wool, Serge was not replaced as an issue item by the Jacket, Field, Wool, OD until the very end of
the war.
Suggested Vendors: Original, At the Front, What Price Glory
Jacket, Field, Wool, OD, M-1944 (Ike Jacket)- Procured under the supervision of General Eisenhower, the Jacket,
Field, Wool, OD was meant to be a field jacket similar to that of the British Battledress; however, it ended up
becoming a winter liner to the Jacket, Field, M-1943 as opposed to an independent wear item. It did however
replace the Coat, Wool, Serge, OD 18-oz for wear as part of the Class A dress uniform.
Suggested Vendors: Original, What Price Glory, WWII Impressions
Sweater, High Neck (Wool Sweater)- Standard issue sweater to be worn beneath the top layer of the uniform. This is
the Army-issued item as opposed to the Red Cross or Home-made version which is overdone in reenacting.
Suggested Vendors: Original, At the Front, WWII Impressions
Undershirt, Cotton, Summer, Sleeveless, OD (Tank Top)- Issued in conjunction with the Undershirt, Cotton,
Protective, White, the Undershirt, Cotton, Summer was the bottom layer for all uniforms in times of warmer weather.
Both the Undershirt, Cotton, Summer and Undershirt, Cotton, White were issued and worn by members of the 506th.
Suggested Vendors: At the Front, WWII Impressions,
Undershirt, Cotton, Protective, White (White T-Shirt)- Issued in conjunction with the Undershirt, Cotton, Summer,
Sleeveless, OD, the Undershirt, Cotton, Protective, White was the bottom layer for all uniforms in times of warmer
weather. Be sure to ensure that you are getting the correct World War II-style of T-shirt as opposed to the modern
version found at Walmart.
Suggested Vendors: At the Front, WWII Impressions, What Price Glory
Drawers, Cotton, Shorts, OD- GI Issued underwear; with 3 buttons in the front and draw strings on the sides.

87

OD#33 matches the color of the “Ike Jacket”, an olive brown as opposed to the war time shirts lighter color (a golden brown)
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Suggested Vendors: Original, WWII Impressions, What Price Glory
Undershirt, Winter, 50-pc Cotton, 50-pc Wool, OD- Wool long john top, the Undershirt, Winter was intended to be the
bridge between the Undershirt, Cotton and adding heavier layers such as the Sweater, High Neck. Worn as the base
layer as opposed to wearing the Undershirt, Cotton beneath as well. These were more often seen upon landing in
France and the rest of the war due to climate change and the European weather.
Suggested Vendors: Original 88
Drawers, Winter, 50-pc Cotton, 50-pc Wool, OD- Wool long john bottoms to match the undershirt. These were to be
the base layer in cold-weather instead of wearing the Drawers, Cotton, Shorts, OD underneath as well.
Suggested Vendors: Original
Socks, Wool, Cushion Sole, OD- GI Issued socks made out of a 65-35 wool-cotton blend. They were upgraded in
1943 with extra reinforcing on the sole to prevent wearing out and make them more comfortable.
Suggested Vendors: Original, What Price Glory
Raincoat, Dismounted- Cotton cloth with a synthetic resin coating, the Raincoat, Synthetic is a 5 button, full
coverage trench coat designed to be worn over all the other layers of the various classes of uniform. Multiple
patterns and variations throughout the war with little research done to differentiate the variations. The Korean War
version is similar except for the fabric is reversed (the resin side is out) and the vents under the arms are eliminated.
Suggested Vendors: Original, WWII Impressions, QMI, What Price Glory
Equipment
Helmet, Steel, Parachutist M-2/M1C with Liner- (M-2 Paratrooper Helmet (Primarily seen Early to Mid-war,
Normandy) or M1C Helmet (Operation Market and on)- These two helmets are slight modifications of the standard
helmet (Helmet, Stee, M1) issued to all other Soldiers, with the only variation between the two types being the DBales on the M2 (as compared to the Fixed Bale M1 and the Swivel Bale M1 and M1C) as well as the metal snaps
on the helmet-end of the chin straps. These male snaps connected to their female counterparts inside the modified
liner to help retain the helmet on exit of the C-47.
Suggested Vendors: Original, J. Murray Inc., At the Front
Belt, Pistol, M-1936 (Pistol Belt)- Designed as a modernization of its World War I counterpart, the Belt, Pistol, M1936 was intended to provide a way to carry various ammunition pouches for officer and non-rifle-carrying
personnel (i.e., those with pistols, carbines, or sub-machine guns). Most Soldiers in the 506th used these in
conjunction with Air Corps Pouches (Rigger Pouches) in Normandy in order to carry more ammunition. The Belt,
Pistol provides customization options in terms of additional or fewer pouches depending on the wearer’s preference.
Suggested Vendors: Original, At the Front, WWII Impressions
Holder, Rifle Clip (Rigger Pouch)- An improvised item by the Rigger sections in each Parachute Regiment, there were
minute variations between regiments and between jumps based off what materials were available.
Suggested Vendors: Service Co. Rigger Mods, Andy Hollinger, At the Front

88

Currently, there are no accurate reproductions on the market-WWII Impressions makes a cotton version that imitates the original but is in the wrong fabric.
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Cartridge Belt, M-1923 (Cartridge Belt)- Issued with the Rifle, M1 and M1903A3s, the Cartridge Belt carried ten,
eight-round en-blocs (M1) or twenty, five-round stripper clips (M1903A3) depending on the user’s weapon. Cartridge
belts were seen during the training jumps prior to Operation Neptune where they were replaced for Belts, Pistol and
Air Corps Pouches (Rigger Pouches) in order to carry additional ammunition. Due to their marked performance over
the Air Corps Pouches, they would reappear during Operation Market and throughout the end of the war.
Suggested Vendors: Original, At the Front, WWII Impressions
Pouch, First-Aid Packet, M-1924/1942 (First Aid Pouch)- An evolution from its World War I predecessor (Pouch, First
Aid, M-1910), the First Aid Pouch was updated with a new single lift-the-dot snap and elongated to carry the new
waxed cardboard container bandages and wound tablets (First-Aid Packet, Carlisle Model).
Suggested Vendors: Original, At the Front, WWII Impression
Canteen, M-1910/1942 and Cup, M-1910- A metal one-quart canteen and cup, the canteen evolved from its
original issue 1910 pattern, changing it’s seams from running vertically up the sides to around the center of the
canteen. With this change, the cap also had a few variations (Metal cap, flat cap, cap with divet). The cup changed
from a rolled metal edge (Pre to Mid-War) to a pressed edge (Late-War) Be careful and thoroughly clean originals as
they often serve as a breeding ground for mold.
Suggested Vendors: Original, At the Front, What Price Glory
Cover, Canteen, Dismounted, M-1910 (Canteen Cover)- Issued in conjunction with the Canteen, M-10, the Cover,
Canteen carried both the canteen and cup, providing felt insulation to help keep the water from drastic temperature
change. While there were multiple models (such as the reinforced, mounted version), the standard 1910 pattern
was issued and used throughout the war. Be sure to check the date (’41-’43, non-JQMD manufactured) and ensure
there are side seams rather than the WW1 rear seam version. 89 90
Suggested Vendors: Original, At the Front, WWII Impressions
Shovel, Intrenching, M-1943 with Carrier, Shovel, Intrenching M-1943- While there was an earlier model issued
during the Pre-Normandy days (The M-1910 “T-Handle” from World War I), the 506th was re-equipped with the
M1943 version prior to their jump into Normandy. Self-explanatory use. There were two patterns of the shovel cover;
the early version had a fixed hanger while the later pattern’s hanger could be moved into one of three pairs of
eyelets to adjust the height at which the shovel rested. The early patterns is correct for Normandy while both it and
the later pattern are correct for Market Garden until the end of the war.
Suggested Vendors: Shovel- Original; Cover-Original, At the Front, WWII Impressions (Go with the transitional
or OD #7).
Suspenders, Belt, M-1936 (Combat Suspenders)- Designed in conjunction with the Field Bag, M-1936, the Combat
Suspenders were intended to distribute the weight of the Belt, Pistol, M-1936 across the shoulders as well as
provide an anchor point for the Field Bag. When setting these up for wear, be sure to either tuck the end straps on
the inside of the buckle or tape them up using friction tape in order to prevent snaring during the “jump”.

In 1944, the Quartermaster Department changed the specifications, adding additional canvas to better secure the wire hanger; these later models were not
seen in the ETO until after the war-hence, avoid purchasing them.
90 JQMD did a run of web gear in OD#4 (darker OD color than OD#3) for jungle warfare in the Pacific. Avoid these as they were not issued to soldiers in the ETO.
89
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Suggested Vendors: Original, At the Front, WWII Impression
Bag, Canvas, Field, OD, M-1936 (Musette Bag)-Issued as a replacement for the Haversack, M1910/28 worn by the
Infantry, the Bag, Canvas was meant to be issued to Officers as well as specialty troops such as Tankers, Armored
Infantry, etc. Worn in conjunction with the Suspenders, Belt, M-1936, the Bag could also be worn independently like
a messenger bag using a Strap, carrying, field bag. The Bag, Canvas was intended to serve as a three-day pack,
carrying the essentials such as rations, hygiene items and additional clothing with Soldiers additional clothing and
personal items left with the bed rolls carried by the rear.
Suggested Vendors: Original, At the Front, WWII Impressions
Tent, Shelter, Half- Issued with Pin, Tent, Shelter, Wood and Poles, Tent, Shelter, two soldiers would combine these
to create a full pup tent in which to sleep. There were two patterns issued during the war-one with a single closedend (pre to late-war) and the other with two (late-war) For reenactors with the group pyramidal tents, we use shelter
halves as a floor mat to provide a dry spot upon which to dress and change.
Suggested Vendor: Original, At the Front, WWII Impressions
Footlocker- Footlockers were issued to soldiers at each barracks in which they stayed. While Officers used them to
transport their clothing and personal item while stateside (they were prohibited from bringing them to England),
Enlisted used a duffle bag to move from post to post, signing for a new one at each location that had barracks. While
technically inaccurate, we as a group use them to securely secure our items and due to our frequency at the Army
Heritage Center which requires the garrison impression.
Suggested Vendors: Original
Cot, Folding, Canvas - A wooden framed cot developed to prevent Soldiers from having to sleep on the ground all the
time; the U.S. military continues to use the same pattern cot, albeit in metal rather than wood. These were
manufactured in the wood pattern up through Vietnam with minor changes. Only truly issued in garrison type
environments such as Mormelon or Aldbourne.
Suggested Vendors: Original (Reproduction canvas for these cots is readily available).
Individual Weapons:
For weapons, we recommend purchasing a Carbine, cal .30, M1A1. This was the primary issued weapons for
Headquarters’ personnel due to their primary role as support rather than riflemen. Most of these weapons can be
purchased on Gunbroker or at your local Gun Show. 91 Even more so than with the uniforms and equipment, please
consult with a more knowledgeable member and/or secondary source before purchasing. A lot of unscrupulous
dealers are out there waiting to take advantage of buyers who don’t do their homework on the market before
purchasing. When looking for advice on what is “correct” for your weapon in terms of sights, stocks and other
weapon pieces, consult the list of sources or talk with Chris Guska of Ravenna Armory as he is a firearms dealer who
specializes in World War II reenactor weapons.

91

While there is a wider availability online, Gun Shows are preferred due to the ability to better negotiate and actually inspect the product before purchase.
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Carbine, cal .30, M1A1 (M1A1 Carbine)- Designed as a replacement for the Pistol,automatic, cal .45, the M1
Carbine and its Airborne configuration, the M1A1 Carbine, were seen by G.I.s as a smaller Rifle, cal .30, M1. With
the vast difference in ballistics between the two (a .30 Carbine round has balistics comparable to a .357, while the
.30 Cal has the balistics of a rifle round), they were often regarded as ineffective as a rifle. Personnel with additional
duties such as members of Hqs. Co. were issued these instead of either a rifle or pistol. In terms of finding an
original, they are harder to find when compared to the Rifle, cal .30, M1 and are often as, if not more, expensive.
Two companies make modern reproductions, Inland and Auto-Ordnance. Often, originals and the reproductions are
sold in the full stock version, M1 (which was used by the 506th in limited numbers). However, folding stocks are
easy to find and swap, giving you the option to have the “airborne” version. Currently, there are no companies
making the “ideal” folding stock (2-Rivet, Highwood).
Suggested Vendor: Original @ Gun Show 92, Inland, Auto-Ordnance
Rifle, cal .30, M1 (M1 Garand)- The weapon that won the war, the M1 Garand only began to appear in significant
numbers during the pre-Pearl Harbor build up initiated by President Roosevelt. Designed around the M2 Ball
ammunition used in the Rifle, Cal .30, M1903 the semi-automatic action allowed riflemen the ability to rapidly and
accurately apply fire at a substantial rate, without having to operate the bolt manually. The rifle was initially
manufactured by Springfield and Winchester during the war with H&R producing them afterwards.While the rifle
evolved and changed with manufacturing capabilities, the overall concept remained the same until its replacement,
the M14, began to appear in the late 1950s. Pick up the Collecting the M1 Garand by J.C. Harrison before you
purchase one as it will help you identify the “correct” parts for your receiver’s serial number based off of
manufacture date or the rifle you are attempting to portray (i.e. Winchester or Springfield receiver, lock-bar sights,
milled trigger guard, etc).
Suggested Vendor: CMP 93, Original @ Gun Show, Ravenna Armory (occasionally does runs of “reenactor
correct” rifles at a reasonable price.)
Pistol, automatic, cal. 45 (M1911A1)- Another wonderful invention from the father of American firearms, John
Browning, the M1911A1 is an upgrade from its World War I counterpart, the M1911. Adding in a dedicated lanyard
point and increasing the angle of the thumb guard, this pistol became synonymous with the American Soldier. There
is a plethora of reproductions out there as well as originals (which are a bit more expensive), so be sure to verify
what all the proper characteristics before buying one. Generally overdone in the reenacting community, these should
be reserved for members of the Machine Gun, Cal .30 Teams (Gunner and Assistant Gunner) and Officers, but could
be used with a multitude of impressions.
Suggested Vendor: CMP, Original @ Gun Show, Rock Island Armory
Submachine Gun, Cal .45 (M1928/M1/M1A1 Thompson)- Originally intended as a Trench Broom for World War I,
the M1928 version was quickly adopted by the Mafia which helped to establish its iconic drum magazine look. While

Check out Collecting the M1 Carbine by J.C. Harrison as a reference for what is and isn’t correct for your carbine based on the receiver’s manufacture
date/the rifle you are trying to model depending on the time period.
93 The best way to get them (when they have them in stock). Much cheaper than at gunshows or through Ravenna. You have the option to order them online or
visit them in person. The trip out to Port Clinton, OH isn’t terrible and its actually quite enjoyable to pick one out. Talk to LT Lehotsky about it if you have
more questions.
92
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the M1928 was used by Airborne soldiers in Normandy, the M1A1 is the predominately seen version amongst the
506th. As the war progressed, it was intended to be replaced by the M3 Grease Gun, but due to reliability issues and
the already dominant Thompson, their service would continue throughout the war.
Suggested Vendor: Philadelphia Ordnance, Auto-Ordnance
Philadelphia Ordnance makes a blank-only fully automatic version, while Auto-Ordnance makes a semi-automatic
live firing version that can be converted to blank firing using a shortened historically correct blank-firing barrel from
Philadelphia Ordnance or Ravenna Armory.
Submachine Gun, Cal .45 (M3 Grease Gun)- Issued prior to Normandy, the M3 Grease Gun was not issued in
significant numbers to be comparable to the M1 Thompson. Pvt. David Webster mentions the appearance of the M3
in his chapters regarding his experiences in Normandy and there is some photographic evidence to document their
presence in Normandy. 94 Skip the M3A1s (easily identified by the lack of the charging handle on the right side and
larger ejection port cover) as they were not issued in great quantities before the war’s end.
Suggested Vendor: As of this time there are no vendors producing quality reproductions (both dummy guns
and BFA/live-fire). The best course of action is to acquire a complete parts kit (with the entire
frame/receiver) and have a gunsmith rebuild the kit as a semi-automatic.
Browning Automatic Rifle, Caliber .30 M1918A2 (B.A.R.)-While never officially TO&E’d to the 506th (or any Parachute
Infantry Regiments for that matter), the B.A.R. was frequently acquired and used by members of the 506th, during
and after the Normandy Campaign. During the Bastogne Campaign, Ssg. Richard Falvey recalled carrying one at
Bastogne due to a shortage of weapons across throughout the Regiment. While seen, they are not commonly carried
by the members of the Regiment.
Suggested Vendor: While not recommended as your first or even second weapon purchase, the only major
manufacturer is Ohio Ordnance Works. There are some re-manufactured parts kits floating around on the
open market that could be used to manufacture one as well.95
Rifle, cal .30, M1903- Never issued in significant quantities to the 506th. The M1903 and its variations saw service
with them in limited numbers as a platform for Rifle, Grenade, M9 prior to the widespread adoption of the Grenade
Launcher, M7 for the Rifle, cal .30, M1. No photographic or textual evidence suggets or confirms the use of
M1903A4 (sniper variation) in the 506th.
Suggested Vendor: Original @ Gun Show

VI.

Impressions by Time Period and Class of Uniform
The U.S. Army in World War II was slowly transitioning out of the World War I mindset that one uniform could

be used for all environments. This mentality meant that the dress uniform worn to Church on Sundays also served

However, post-Normandy (e.g. Operation Market), there seems to be a significant decrease as compared to Normandy. A more in-depth survey needs to be
conducted before any generalized statement on their appearance with the 506th is made.
95 For De-Farbing the B.A.R. check out these articles or talk with Ravenna Armory: http://www.90thidpg.us/Equipment/Articles/BARHandle/ ;
http://www.90thidpg.us/Equipment/Articles/BARGas/ ; http://www.90thidpg.us/Equipment/Articles/BARBipod/ ;
http://www.90thidpg.us/Equipment/Articles/BARStocks2/index.html
94
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as the combat uniform with the addition of certain acoutraments. While this streamlined Quartermaster acquisitions
and limited the need for different uniforms, this uniform method severely lacked functionality and comfort on the
environmentally hostile battlefield. During the Interwar period, the Army changed this idea, creating four uniform
“categories” starting with the Dress Uniform (Class A) all the way down to the Combat Uniform (Class D). These
different uniforms provided different functionalities based off of need; Class A providing fashion and respectability to
Class D providing protection from the elements and combat utility. While some items were interchangeable, most
were relegated to a specific class of uniform (i.e. either the field uniform or dress uniform).
Note: These categories reflect the TDAs for Europe and Temperate Continental United States. The “Khaki
Uniform” set served as the standard for warmer locations such as the Pacific and the United States during summer
months. 96
Class A Uniform (Enlisted Man’s Coat)-Before March of 1945
Consists of:
●

Coat, Wool, Serge, OD 18-oz with SSI and Awards

●

Shirt, Flannel, OD with SSI

●

Trousers, Wool Serge, OD

●

Necktie, Cotton, Mohair, Khaki

●

Belt, Web, Waist, EM, M-1937

●

Undershirt, Cotton, White or Undershirt, Cotton, Summer, Sleeveless, OD

●

Drawers, Cotton, Shorts, OD

●

Socks, Wool, Cushion Sole, OD

●

Boots, Jumper, Parachute

●

Cap, Garrison, Olive Drab with Parachute Insignia

Class A Uniform (Ike Jacket)
Consists of:

96

●

Jacket, Field, Wool, OD, M-1944 with SSI and Awards

●

Shirt, Flannel, OD with SSI

●

Trousers, Wool Serge, OD

●

Necktie, Cotton, Mohair, Khaki

●

Belt, Web, Waist, EM, M-1937

●

Undershirt, Cotton, White or Undershirt, Cotton, Summer, Sleeveless, OD

●

Drawers, Cotton, Shorts, OD

●

Socks, Wool, Cushion Sole, OD

●

Boots, Jumper, Parachute

●

Cap, Garrison, Olive Drab with Parachute Insignia

Since many of our events are during the summer months, dress accordingly as the climate of the Mid-Atlantic States is closer to that of Italy than Northern
Europe during the warmer months.
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Class B Uniform
Consists of:
●

Shirt, Flannel, OD with SSI and Awards

●

Trousers, Wool Serge, OD

●

Necktie, Cotton, Mohair, Khaki

●

Belt, Web, Waist, EM, M-1937

●

Undershirt, Cotton, White or Undershirt, Cotton, Summer, Sleeveless, OD

●

Drawers, Cotton, Shorts, OD

●

Socks, Wool, Cushion Sole, OD

●

Boots, Jumper, Parachute

●

Cap, Garrison, Olive Drab with Parachute Insignia

Class C Uniform
Khaki Uniform-Only worn while Stateside for the 506th.
Class D Uniform (Pre-Operation Market)
Consists of:
●

Coat, Parachute, Jumper with SSI

●

Trousers, Parachute, Jumper

●

Shirt, Flannel, OD with SSI

●

Trousers, Wool Serge, OD

●

Boots, Jumper, Parachute

●

Belt, Web, Waist, EM, M-1937-

●

Undershirt, Winter, 50-pc Cotton, 50-pc Wool, OD

●

Drawers, Winter, 50-pc Cotton, 50-pc Wool, OD

●

Socks, Wool, Cushion Sole, OD

●

Suspenders, Trouser

●

Helmet, Steel, Parachutist M-2/M1C with Liner

●

Web Gear Set

Class D Uniform (Post-Operation Market)
Consists of:
●

Jacket, Field, M-1943 with SSI

●

Trouser, Field, M-1943, modified

●

Shirt, Flannel, OD with SSI

●

Trousers, Wool Serge, OD

●

Boots, Jumper, Parachute

●

Belt, Web, Waist, EM, M-1937-

●

Undershirt, Winter, 50-pc Cotton, 50-pc Wool, OD
30
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●

Drawers, Winter, 50-pc Cotton, 50-pc Wool, OD

●

Socks, Wool, Cushion Sole, OD

●

Suspenders, Trouser Boots, Service, Combat

●

Helmet, Steel, Parachutist M-2/M1C with Liner

●

Web Gear Set

Authenticity Standards and Interacting with the Public

❖ Members shall adhere to all grooming standards and present a military bearing during the event hours. This

includes but is not limited to: following military customs and courtesy, having a proper haircut, and are clean
shaven (no facial hair).

❖ During event hours, all equipment and clothing shall be original or represent an origial piece of equipment

issued to the 506th PIR during World War II and be appropriate for the time period or Operation being displayed.

❖ Coat and Trouser, Parachutists (M42s) will not be impregnanted with CC-2 replicant until members have a
second pair to use as a garrison set.

❖ Helmets will be marked with a spade symbol on both sides of the helmet, not to replicate the “football helmet
look” as described by LTC Shames

❖ Members shall craft their impression based off of both Primary and Secondary Sources, utilizing the rule of
averages rather than the rule of exceptions

⮚ Seeing one photo makes it an exception-having multiple sources document the trend makes it appropriate.

❖ Equipment made in 1945 does not mean equipment used in 1945-when in doubt, research, research, research
❖ If you do not know an answer to a question, do not make up an answer-ask someone else to not only properly
answer the public’s question, but to grow your own knowledge.

❖ Tell the details to tell the larger event- No one wants to hear a retelling of their 10th Grade history class, they
want to hear the personal tales that they don’t know.

⮚ Don’t lecture-have a conversation, personalize it and make it palatable for the audience
VIII.

Uniform Regulations

Like any other Army function, the various classes of uniform had different rules and regulations governing the
wear and care of the various items. For Class A wear, soldiers used Army Regulation (AR) 600-40, which changed
numerous times throughout the course of the war.97 The two distinct versions are the August of ‘41 version and the
March of ’44 version. BLUF: This is a dress uniform, the Army’s equivalent of a suit- wear it as such. Do not have
wrinkled shirts, mothing jackets and unpolished brass. Appearances mean everything in the military. If you look
messed up, chances are, you are messed up.
Class A Jacket

97

http://www.90thidpg.us/Research/Original/AR60040/index.html
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●

Branch and U.S. Symbol-Worn 1” from the center to the notch in the lapel. Both are worn parallel with the
ground, as opposed to the modern placement that has it angled inline with the notch.

●

Distinctive Unit Insignia (Post-War Insignia discontinued as an optional wear item in ‘42)- Worn ¾” from the
top of the pin to the notch-wear if doing an Occupation Dress Uniform Impression.

●

SSI- Worn approximately ½ inch below the left shoulder seam

●

Rank- Centered between the elbow and the top of the sleeve. 98

●

Service Ribbons- Worn in order of precedence-See Appendix C for awards issued during World War II and
their precedence- just above the left breast pocket. 99 These include medals for valor as well as campaign
ribbons marked with arrowheads for sea or airborne assaults as well as campaign credit designated with
bronze stars. At the end of the war, the 506th had two arrowheads (Normandy and Market Garden) and two
campaign stars (Ardennes-Alsace [Bastogne] and Central Europe). These four markers are worn on the
European Campaign Ribbon and are evenly centered upon it.

●

Distinguished Unit Badge (Presidential Unit
Citation)- Worn centered over the right breast
pocket. The 506th was awarded their 1st for
Normandy and their 2nd (an oak leaf cluster
centered on the PUC ribbon) for Bastogne.

●

Airborne Wings- Worn either above or below
the Service Ribbons centered. 100 The
majority of photos show the Airborne Wings
being worn above Service Ribbons and
Combat Infantrymen’s Badge.

●

Combat Infantrymen’s Badge-While

Figure 13-Class A Jacket Alignment and Measurements (FM 21-100)

supposed to be worn beneath the Service
Ribbons (if worn opposite of the Airborne Wings), many photos show them worn above the Ribbons (but
below Airborne Wings) as opposed to their intended location. Placement varies depending on the time
period-when in doubt, reference the Primary Sources. Not seen until in the 506th until March of ’45.
Members who have not earned the CIB in the actual Army will not wear the award.
●

Qualification Badges- Worn centered on the left pocket in acknowledgement of the Soldier’s ability to
operate and qualify on various weapons. Remember, less is more.

●

Fourragere (Post-War)- Worn over the right shoulder-The 506th was entitled to wear both the Belgian
Fourragere (red with green stripes) and the Netherlands Orange Lanyard. Note: the Belgian Fourragere and
Orange Lanyard were not awarded until November of ’45-do not wear these unless doing a very late PostWar impression.

For the U.S. Army Ranks in World War II, see Appendix D
AR 600-40 (March 1944) does not specify a specific height, just above the pocket itself. Modern regulation
100 No specific measurement given in AR 600-40 (March 1944) version.
98
99
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Shirt, Flannel●

Tie, Wool- When worn with the Class B uniform, the Tie, Wool is tucked in between the 2nd and 3rd button
(1st two after the collar button); no regulations on which knot to use.

●

Shirt, Flannel is tucked in giving a neatly appearence and freshly pressed. Pleats are ironed in perpendicular
with the pockets.
Headgear-

●

Cap, Garrison, OD is the primary headgear for the Class A uniform. While the Cap, Enlisted Man’s was worn,
it was not authorized nor frequently seen overseas.

●

Wear it with a slight tilt to one side. It is not a fry cooks hat; rather it should be worn off-center
Trousers, Wool-

●

Worn with the Belt, Web, Waist, the center of the Trousers should align with the buttons of the Shirt, Flannel
to give a military appearance

●

Trousers are pressed with visible pleats going down the front

●

Trousers are worn bloused either tucked into the Boots, Parachutists or using modern blousing bands. 101
Boots, Parachutist

●

Worn with a high shine; these should be freshy polished prior to donning Class A’s

●

THESE ARE THE PARATROOPER’S TROPHY POSSESSION SEPARATING HIM FROM LEG INFANTRY

IX.

Drill and Ceremony
References: FM 21-100 (1940) Chapter 2, Section II & Chapter 7
FM 22-5 (1941 & 1943)

Drill and Ceremony is like any other Army task. Attention to detail pays dividedends. This is not the complete list of
commands or standards; consult the above references if looking for additional information.
The CommandAll Drill is built around the command-the command dictates what the formation (an organized group of soldiers,
arranged in columns and ranks) does. There are two parts to the command-the preparatory command and the
command of execution. 102 For example, the command Forward March is broken into: Forward as the preparatory
command, i.e. preparing the Soldier with the pending action, telling them what to execute and the command of
execution March which tells the Soldier to actually begin movement.
“The preparatory command is given at such interval of time before the command of execution as to admit proper
understanding and to permit the giving of necessary commands by subordinate leaders; the command of execution
is given at the instant the movement is to commence.”103
Positions-

Historically, Paratroopers used condoms-however, the modern military has created a reusable device that saves prophylactics for other uses.
FM 22-5 (1941), pg 6.
103 FM 22-5 (1941), pg 6.
101
102
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There are five basic positions-Position of Attention (or Position of the Soldier), Parade Rest, At Ease, Rest and Fall
Out-each one being less and less formal with At Ease being the most relaxed “in control” position. All commands and
actions are given from Position of Attention- you do not march, salute or move without first coming to the Position of

Attention.
The following text is copied directly out of FM 22-5 (1941):
“POSITION OF THE SOLDIER, OR OF ATTENTION.a. Heels on the same line and as near each other as the conformation of the man permits.
b. Feet turned out equally and forming an angle of 45°.
c. Knees straight without stiffness.
d. Hips level and drawn back slightly; body erect and resting equally on hips, chest lifted and arched;
shoulders square and falling equally.
e. Arms hanging straight down without stiffness so that the thumbs are along the seams of the trousers;
back of the hands out; fingers held naturally.
f. Head erect and squarely to the front; chin drawn in so that
the axis of the head and neck is vertical; eyes straight to the
front.
g. Weight of the body resting equally on the heels and the
balls of the feet.
h. In assuming the position of the soldier, or of attention, the
heels are brought together smartly and audibly.
FALL OUT; REST; AT EASE; and 1. PARADE, 2. RESTa. At the command FALL OUT, the men leave the ranks but
are required to remain in the immediate vicinity. The men
resume their former places at attention at the command
Fall In. On the march, men will fall in At Ease unless they
were at attention when the command Fall Out was given.
b. At the command Rest, one foot is kept in place. Silence
and immobility are not required.
c. At the command At Ease, the right foot is kept in place.
Silence but not immobility is required.
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Figure 14-Position of Attention (FM 22-5)

d. At the command of execution of 1.Parade 2.Rest move the left foot smartly 12 inches to the left of the
right foot keeping the legs-straight so that the weight of the body rests equally on both feet. At the same
time, clasp the hands behind the back, palms to the rear, thumb and fingers of the right hand clasping the
left thumb without constraint; preserve silence and
immobility.
e. Being at any of the rests except Fall Out, to resume the
position of attention, the commands are: 1.Squad,
2.Attention. At the command Attention take the position of
the soldier as prescribed in [Position of Attention].”
SalutingWhile saluting has many a historical custom, in its modern form, it
is intended as a military courtesy to render due respect to
superiors or the United States. Salutes are rendered to Officers or
the Flag of the United States during specific occasions. Salutes
are presented to all Officers, regardless of if they are in are group
or not.104 For the Flag, saluting is required whenever the flag is
being raised (“To the Colors” is the bugle call) or lowered
(“Retreat” followed by “To the Colors”) or during “Taps” or the
National Anthem. If not in formation, promptly orient on the
nearest flag or if none are visible, towards the sound.

Figure 15-Hand Salute (FM 22-5)

SALUTE WITH HAND.a. The commands [when in formation] are: 1.Hand, 2.Salute. At the command SALUTE, raise the right hand
smartly until the tip of the forefinger touches the lower part of the headdress or forehead above and slightly
to the right of the right eye, thumb and fingers extended and joined, palm to the left, upper arm horizontal,
forearm inclined at 45°, hand and wrist straight; at the same time turn the head and eyes toward the person
saluted. (TWO) Drop the arm to its normal position by the side in one motion, at the same time turning the
head or eyes to the front.
b. Execute the first position of the hand salute when 6 paces from the person saluted, or at the nearest point
of approach, if more than 6 paces, Hold the first position until the person saluted has passed or the salute is
returned. Then execute the second movement of the hand salute.
Marchinga. All steps and marching [are] executed from the halt (Position of Attention), except Right Step March, begin
with the left foot.
b. The instructor indicates the proper cadence when necessary by calling "One," "Two," "Three," "Four," as the
left and right foot respectively strike the ground.
104

While its all made up and the points don’t matter, the acknowledgement of another person’s fake rank serves as a way to distinguish ourselves from other
groups-attention to detail a.k.a. military courtesy is what sets us apart from many of the other yokels.
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QUICK TIMEBeing at a halt, to march forward in quick time, the commands are: 1.Forward, 2.March. At the command Forward,
shift the weight of the body to the right leg without perceptible movement. At the command March, step off smartly
with the left foot and continue the march with 30-inch steps taken straight forward without stiffness or exaggeration
of movements. Swing the arms easily in their natural arcs, 6 inches to the front and 3 inches to the rear of the body.
HALTTo halt when marching in quick time, the commands are: 1.Squad, 2.Halt. At the command Halt, given as either foot
strikes the ground, execute the halt in two counts by advancing and planting the other foot and then bringing up the
foot in rear.
MARK TIMEThe commands are: 1.Mark Time, 2.March.
a. Being in march, at the command MARCH, given as either foot strikes the ground, advance and plant the
other foot; bring up the foot in rear, placing it so that both heels are on line and continue the cadence by
alternately raising and planting each foot. The feet are raised 2 inches from the ground.
b. Being at a halt, at the command MARCH, raise and plant first the left foot, then the right as prescribed
above.
X.

Primary Sources
For those with little to no experience in historical research, Tom Kelly with the 100th ID Reenacting Group

has written an excellent primer on conducting Primary Research. 105 Between the United States Army Heritage Center
and the National Archives at College Park, there is a plethora of information available on World War II. Specifically
for the 101st, the Army Heritage Center contains both the George Koskimaki Collection and the Richard D. Winters
Collection as well as a multitude of Veterans Survey submitted by members of the 506th. 106 The National Archives
at College Park contains many of the official wartime documents produced by the 101st and 506th. Many a copy of
training schedules, equipment load plans, operations orders and intelligence reports are stored here. Both of these
archives are free to the public. The list below is by no means an extensive list of primary sources, but rather meant
as a sampling of what is out there. 107
Found Online or Easily Purchased
Cann, W. Derwood. The Operations of the Third Battalion, 506th Parachute Infantry Regiment at the
Marshalling Area in England and Holland 14-19 September 1944 (Rhineland Campaign): Personal
Observations of a Battalion Intelligence Officer.
Combat Reels: 101st Airborne-Invasion of Normandy. Combat Reels. 2010.
http://www.90thidpg.us/Research/Original/Archives/index.html
George Koskimaki served as General Taylor’s radio operator during the war. Beginning in the early 70s, he began to gather information on the Division that
turned into three books focused one each major engagement of which the Division was a part. He donated all of his personnel documents and
correspondence to USAHEC where it resides today.
107 There are additional National Archives around the U.S., with another major one being the National Archives in St. Louis. There many individual records of
soldiers are kept as well as the Daily Reports from Companies that detail activity on a daily basis (roster gains/losses, casualties, supplies requested, etc.).
105
106
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Combat Reels: 101st Airborne-Holland. Combat Reels. 2010.
Combat Reels: 101st Airborne-Bastogne. Combat Reels. 2010.
Field Order #1-Operation Neptune
FM 21-100: The Soldier’s Handbook
History Section, ETO. 506th Parachute Infantry in Normandy Drop. n.l.: United States Army, 1945.
Kindig, John. The Operations of the 101st Airborne East of Ste. Mere Eglise, 5-6 June 1944.
King, Gordon E. “Oral history interview with Gordon E. King.” Interview by Mark D. Van Ells. Wisconsin
Veterans Museum, 1994.
McKnight, John. Plans and Operations of the 506th Parachute Infantry in the Invasion of Normandy 5-30
June.
Raudstein, Knut. The Operation of the 1st Battalion 506th Parachute Infantry in the Vicinity of Carentan.
Speirs, Ronald. The Operations of the 2nd Platoon D Company, 506 Parachute Infantry in the Vicinity of
Carentan, France.
United States. 2007. Scrapbook: 506th Parachute Infantry Regiment, 20 July 1942-4 July 1945. United
States: Weider History Group.
AHEC
101st Airborne Veterans Survey Collection
Five-oh-Sink 1998-2000
George Allen Papers 1943-1945.
George E. Koskimaki collection, 1942-2010, undated (bulk 1964-1985).
Infantry Divisions World War II Veterans Survey Photograph Collection

Inventory

Richard D. Winters collection, 1930-2005, bulk 1943-1945, 1990-2004.
506th Parachute Infantry Regiment Association. 1900. Five-o-sink. [United States?]: Published by and for
506ers.
Fort Benning
Donovan Papers
TO&Es 7-31 to 7-37
NARA
Record Group: 338
101st Airborne, General-Boxes 957-968
Record Group: 407
101st Airborne Division, General History-Boxes 11750-11781
506th, Assorted Records-Boxes 11814-11819
Other Archives
-University of Western Georgia
Blaum, Paul Emden. 1928. Paul Emden Blaum papers. 2HQ
-West Point
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Easter, Charles L., Marion Page Bunge, and Rose J. Easter. 1942. Charles L. Easter Letters. 3BN
Sink, Robert Frederick. 1908. Robert Frederick Sink Papers.
-National Museum of the Pacific War
Zapalac, George. “George Zapalac Oral History Interview.” Interview by Mike Zambrano. National
Museum of the Pacific War, 2007.
http://cdm16769.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/ref/collection/p16769coll1/id/3803.
Liapes, Charles. “Charles Liapes Oral History.” Interview by Richard Misenhimer and Lesle Dial.
National Museum of the Pacific War.
http://cdm16769.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/ref/collection/p16769coll1/id/3761. 1HQ
-Florida State University
Patruno, Mario Joseph. 1942. Mario Joseph Patruno papers. F CO
-Wisconsin Veterans Museum
King, Gordon E. A Small Place in History. n.l: n.p. 1994.
-Senator John Heinz History Center
Foley, Jack. “Jack Foley Oral History.” Interview by Nick Ciotola. Senator John Heinz History Center. 2005.
506th General History and Regimental Headquarters
Marshall, S.L.A. “Regimental Unit Study #3: 506 Parachute Infantry Regiment in Normandy Drop,” n.d. 8-3.1
BB3, Historical Manuscripts Collection, United States Army,
https://history.army.mil/documents/WWII/506-Nor/506-nor.htm.
Mehosky, Edward S., and Ivan Paul Mehosky. The Story of a Soldier, 1940-1971: The Airborne Spirit and
Recollections of Colonel Edward S. Mehosky (Ret.) U.S. Army, Infantry. Danbury, CT: Rutledge Books,
2001.
Sheeran, James. No Surrender: a World War II Memoir. New York, Berkley Caliber, 2011.
Simms, James B. A Soldier's Armageddon. Manhattan, KS: Sunflower University Press, 1999.
Tucker, William. Parachute Soldier: Based on the 1942 to 1945 diary of Sergeant Bill Tucker. Harwichport,
MA: International Airborne Books, 1995.
Womer, Jack, and Stephen C. DeVito. Fighting with the Filthy Thirteen: The World War II Story of Jack Womer,
Ranger and Paratrooper. Havertown, PA: Casemate, 2012.
1st Battalion
Burgett, Donald R. Beyond the Rhine: A Screaming Eagle in Germany. Novato, CA: Presidio, 2001.
Burgett, Donald R. Currahee!:A Screaming Eagle at Normandy. Novato, CA: Presidio Press, 1999.
Burgett, Donald R. Seven Roads to Hell: A Screaming Eagle at Bastogne. Novato, CA: Presidio Press, 1999.
Burgett, Donald R. The Road to Arnhem: A Screaming Eagle in Holland. Novato, CA: Presidio Press, 1999.
Turner, Richard. Happy Landings & Happy Landings II. n.l.: Lulu Press, 2011. Ebook.
2nd Battalion
Brotherton, Marcus. Shifty's War: The Authorized Biography of Sergeant Darrell "Shifty" Powers, the
Legendary Sharpshooter from the Band of Brothers. New York: Berkley Caliber, 2011.
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Compton, Lynn D., and Marcus Brotherton. Call of Duty: My Life Before, during and after the Band of
Brothers. New York: Berkley Caliber, 2008.
Guarnere, William, Edward Heffron, and Robyn Post. Brothers in Battle, Best of Friends: Two WWII
Paratroopers from the Original Band of Brothers Tell Their Story. New York: Berkley Caliber, 2007.
Hannah, Harold W. A Military Interlude: Cornfield to Academia to Parachutes. Illinois: H.W. Hannah, 1999.
Malarkey, Don, and Bob Welch. Easy Company Soldier: The Endless Combat of a Sergeant from World War
II's 'Band of Brothers'. New York: St. Martin's, 2008.
Taylor, John H., and Terry Guy Crawford. Fortunate Soldier: The Memoirs of John H. Taylor, World War II
Combat Veteran. Texas: n.p. ,1998.
Webster, David Kenyon. Parachute Infantry: An American Paratrooper's Memoir of D-Day and the Fall of the
Third Reich. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1994.
Williams, Robert L. My Return to Normandy plus My Rendezvous with Destiny & Joking Joe Jones. Cincinnati,
OH: Sky Spec Publishing, 1995.
Winters, Richard D., and Cole C. Kingseed. Beyond Band of Brothers. New York: Berkley Caliber, 2006.
3rd Battalion
Gardner, Ian. Airborne: The Combat Story of Ed Shames of Easy Company. Oxford: Osprey Pub, 2015.
Taylor, Thomas. Behind Hitler's Lines: The True Story of the Only Soldier to Fight for Both America and the
Soviet Union in World War II. New York: Ballantine Books, 2004.
True, William, and Deryck Tufts. The Cow Spoke French: The Story of Sgt. William True, American
Paratrooper in World War II. Bennington, VT: Merriam Press, 2002.
Webb, Robert. Freedom Found. n.l: Robert Webb, 2000.
Secondary Sources
Secondary Sources serve as a wonderful way to quickly learn about a subject without getting into the time
consuming process of conducting primary source research; however, secondary sources often contain minor (or
even major) inaccuracies and unfactual statements. The sources below are a relatively exhaustive list of published
material on the 506th without distinction to credibility or fact. The best place to start are Mark Bando’s books as
they provide a strong balance of text and period photographs at the best value. While not recommend as a place to
start, the 1st and 3rd Battalion sections offer different insight on the same events that many within the Regiment
experienced. For specific events such as the Normandy campaign or Bastogne, this list contains only a sampling of
literature on subjects such as these with many additional titles in print.
Generic World War II/Airborne History
Angolia, John R., Jake Powers, George Peterson. Heroes in Our Midst vol. 1: WWII U.S. Airborne: Early Years
Training, Jump Wings, Parachutes, Jump Helmets, Paramarines. San Jose, CA: James Bender
Publishing, 2013.
Angolia, John R., Jake Powers. Heroes in Our Midst vol. 2: Troop Carrier Command, Pathfinders, Glider
Troops, Jump Uniforms. San Jose, CA: James Bender Publishing, 2014.
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Angolia, John R., George Peterson. Heroes in Our Midst vol. 2: WWII U.S. Airborne: Uniforms and Insignia,
Airborne Commands, Specific Insignia. San Jose, CA: James Bender Publishing, 2016.
Enjames, Henri-Paul. G.I. Collector’s Guide Vol. 1. Paris: Historie & Collections, 2003.
Enjames, Henri-Paul. G.I. Collector’s Guide Vol. 2. Paris: Historie & Collections, 2009.
Harrison, J.C. Collecting the Garand II. Oklahoma City, OK: Arms Chest, 1995.
Harrison, J.C. Collecting the M1 Carbine III. Oklahoma City, OK: Arms Chest, 1997.
Howard, Gary. America’s Finest: U.S. Airborne Uniforms, Equipment and Insignia of World War 2 (ETO). Reno,
NV: Greenhill Press, 1994.
Trez, Michel De. American Paratrooper Helmets: Mediterranean & European Theater of Operations. Paris:
Histoire & Collections, 2010.
101st Airborne Division History
Barron, Leo, and Don Cygan. No Silent Night: The Christmas Battle for Bastogne. New York, NY: NAL Caliber,
2012.
Bando, Mark. 101st Airborne: The Screaming Eagles at Normandy. Grand Rapids, MI: Zenith Press, 2001.
Bando, Mark. 101st Airborne: The Screaming Eagles in World War II. Grand Rapids, MI: Zenith Press, 2007.
Bando, Mark. Avenging Eagles: Forbidden Tales of the 101st Airborne Division in WW2. Detroit, MI: M.
Bando Pub., 2006.
Bando, Mark. The 101st Airborne at Normandy. Grand Rapids, MI: Zenith Press, 1994.
Bando, Mark. The 101st Airborne: From Holland to Hitler's Eagle's Nest. Osceola, WI, USA: Motorbooks
International, 1995.
Bando, Mark. Vanguard of the Crusade: The 101st Airborne Division in World War II. N.l.: Heimdal, 2012.
Corsi, Jerome. No Greater Valor: The Siege of Bastogne and the Miracle That Sealed Allied Victory. Nashville,
TN: Nelson Books, 2014.
Hendrikx, Peter J.K., and Michel De Trez. D-Day Minus, 17 September 1944: Pictorial History of the 101st
Airborne Division Prior to the Invasion of Holland. Saint-Côme-du-Mont: Editions Du Centre Historique
Des Parachutistes Du Jour-J = D-Day Paratroopers Historical Center, 2012.
Hendrikx, Peter J.K., and Michel De Trez. Orange Is the Color of the Day: Pictorial History of the 101st
Airborne Division during the Liberation of Holland. Saint-Côme-du-Mont: Editions Du Centre
Historique Des Parachutistes Du Jour-J = D-Day Paratroopers Historical Center, 2012.
Koskimaki, George E. D-Day with the Screaming Eagles. Havertown, PA: Casemate, 1970.
Koskimaki, George E. Hell's Highway: Chronicle of the 101st Airborne Division in the Holland Campaign,
September-November, 1944. Havertown, PA: Casemate, 2003.
Koskimaki, George E. The Battered Bastards of Bastogne: A Chronicle of the Defense of Bastogne,
December 19, 1944 to January 17, 1945. Havertown, PA: Casemate, 2011.
Marshall, S. L. A., Joseph Webber, and John G. Westover. Bastogne: The Story of the First Eight Days, in
Which the 101st Airborne Division Was Closed within the Ring of German Forces. Infantry Journal
Press: Washington, 1946.
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Marshall, S. L. A., Carl Sandburg, and H. Garver. Miller. Night Drop: The American Airborne Invasion of
Normandy. Boston: Little, Brown, 1962.
McManus, John C. September Hope: The American Side of a Bridge Too Far. New York: New American
Library, 2012.
Pellett, Matthew. Last Stop Before Destiny: The 101st Airborne Division in England 1943/44. Independent
Publishing Platform, 2014.
Preisler, Jerome. First to Jump. How the Band of Brothers Was Aided by the Brave Paratroopers of
Pathfinder Company. New York: Berkley Caliber, 2014.
Rapport, Leonard, Arthur Northwood, and Samuel Lyman Atwood. Rendezvous with Destiny; a History of the
101st Airborne Division. Washington: Infantry Journal Press, 1948.
Schrijvers, Peter. Those Who Hold Bastogne: The True Story of the Soldiers and Civilians Who Fought in the
Biggest Battle of the Bulge. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2014.
Trez, Michel De. American Warriors: Pictorial History of the American Paratroopers Prior to Normandy.
Wezembeek-Oppem: D-Day, 2009.
Trez, Michel De. At the Point of No Return: Pictorial History of the American Paratroopers in the Invasion of
Normandy. Wezembeek-Oppem, Belgium: D-Day Pub., 1994.
Trez, Michel De, Emmanuel Allain, and Mark Bando. Carentan: Linking Omaha Beach-Utah Beach; Part 1:
Loading for the First Divisional Fight. Saint-Côme-du-Mont: Les Editions Du Centre Historique Des
Parachutistes Du Jour-J, 2014.
Trez, Michel De. Carentan: Linking Omaha Beach-Utah Beach; Part 2. Saint-Côme-du-Mont: Les Editions Du
Centre Historique Des Parachutistes Du Jour-J, 2019.
506th General History and Regimental Headquarters
Killblane, Richard, and Jake McNiece. The Filthy Thirteen: From the Dustbowl to Hitler's Eagle's Nest - the
101st Airborne's Most Legendary Squad of Combat Paratroopers. Havertown, PA: Casemate, 2005.
Killblane, Richard, and Brian J. Miller. War paint: The Filthy Thirteen jump into Normandy. California: Victory
Publishing, 2013.
Longue, Matthieu. Paras US au combat: Easy Company 2-506th PIR. Paris: Heimdal, 2016.
Pulles, Piet M. Screaming Eagles of WW2. Son, The Netherlands: Elespe, 1994. me
Wiegand, Brandon T. Index to the General Orders of the 506th Parachute Infantry Regiment in World War II.
Creighton, PA: D-Day Militaria, 2004.
1st Battalion
Historical Summary, 1942-1973: 1st BN, 506th. Inf. n.l.: United States Army, 1973.
Tucker, William. Parachute Soldier: Based on the 1942 to 1945 Diary of Sergeant Bill Tucker. Harwichport,
MA: International Airborne Books, 1995.
2nd Battalion
Adams, Tom. Winning Wars without Heroes. Ann Arbor, MI: Proctor Publications, 1996.
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Alexander, Larry. Biggest Brother: The Life of Major D. Winters, the Man Who Led the Band of Brothers. New
York: NAL Caliber, 2005.
Alexander, Larry. In the Footsteps of the Band of Brothers: A Return to Easy Company’s Battlefields with Sgt.
Forrest Guth. New York: NAL Caliber, 2011.
Ambrose, Stephen E. Band of Brothers. London: Chivers Press, 2003.
Brotherton, Marcus. A Company of Heroes: Personal Memories About the Real Band of Brothers and the
Legacy They Left Us. New York: Berkley Caliber, 2010.
Brotherton, Marcus. We Who Are Alive and Remain: Untold Stories from the Band of Brothers. New York:
Berkley Caliber/Penguin Group, 2009.
Camp Toccoa at Currahee: Legacy of Leadership. DVD. n.d. Rhode Island: World War II Foundation, 2013.
Einhorn, Dalton. From Toccoa to the Eagle's Nest: Discoveries in the Bootsteps of the Band of Brothers.
Charleston, SC: BookSurge Publishing, 2009.
Gray, Tim, Jim Karpeichik, and Tom Kane. A Company of Heroes. DVD. n.d. Renton, WA: Topics
Entertainment, 2014.
Gray, Tim, Jim Karpeichik, Damian Lewis, David Alfonso, and Richard D. Winters. Dick Winters: Hang Tough:
The Story of One of WWII's Finest Combat Leaders. DVD. Renton, WA: TOPICS Entertainment, Inc.,
2014.
Kingseed, Cole C. Conversations with Major Dick Winters: Life Lessons from the Commander of the Band of
Brothers. New York : Berkley Caliber, 2015.
Ooms, Ronald. Silver Eagle: The Official Biography of "Band of Brothers" Veteran Clancy Lyall. London:
Pneuma Springs Publishing, 2013.
Powers, Jake. Easy Company: 506th Parachute Infantry Regiment in Photographs. Guildford: Genesis, 2008.
Poyser, Terry, and Bill Brown. Fighting Fox Company: The Battling Flank of the Band of Brothers.
Philadelphia: Casemate, 2013.
Trez, Michel De. Cpl. Forrest L. Guth, "Goody," 13099211: 3d Platoon, 'E' Company, 506th Parachute
Infantry, 101st Airborne Division. Wezembeek-Oppem, Belgium: D-Day Pub., 2004.
3rd Battalion
Gardner, Ian. Deliver Us from Darkness: The Untold Story of Third Battalion, 506 Parachute Infantry
Company During Market Garden. Osprey Publishing, Limited, 2012.
Gardner, Ian. No Victory in Valhalla: The Untold Story of Third Battalion 506 Parachute Infantry Regiment
from Bastogne to Berchtesgaden. Oxford: Osprey Pub., 2014.
Gardner, Ian, and Roger Day. Tonight We Die as Men: The Untold Story of Third Battalion 506 Parachute
Infantry Regiment from Toccoa to D-Day. Oxford: Osprey, 2009.
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XI.

Group Bylaws
BYLAWS OF THE
506th PARACHUTE INFANTRY REGIMENT
REENACTORS, INCORPORATED
A CORPORATION NOT FOR PROFIT

ARTICLE I
NAME
The Corporation is a non-profit, non-political organization which shall be known as the 506th Parachute Infantry
Regiment, Incorporated, herein referred to throughout this document as the Corporation, or the 506th.
ARTICLE II
PURPOSE
The purpose of the Corporation is to re-enact the 2nd Battalion Headquarters Company, 506th Parachute Infantry
Regiment of World War II. In doing so, the group shall educate the public in the camaraderie, history, training, and
sacrifices of said unit while providing a
recreational atmosphere for its members.
ARTICLE III
OFFICES
The Corporation will have such offices as the Board of Directors may require. The
principal office shall be located at 351 Hallman Mill Road, Phoenixville, PA 19460 until otherwise voted upon and
approved by the Board of Directors.
ARTICLE IV
MEMBERS
Section 1 – Board of Directors
The Board of Directors of the Corporation shall consist of the following five positions: President, Vice President,
Secretary, Treasurer and the Operations Officer. These individuals are charged with the operations of 506th PIR
Reenactors Inc. (reference Article VI).
Section 2 – New Membership
New membership may be obtained by completing the following;
A) The applicant must sign and submit an application for membership to a member of the Board of Directors.
B) The applicant will submit their dues to a member of the Board of Directors upon arrival at their first event. This
will constitute the start of their probationary membership per acceptance by a member of the Board of Directors.
C) At the last evening of the event (normally a Saturday), the applicant will be voted on by the
attending membership. The applicant must receive 90% of the vote to be accepted for a probationary membership
starting at the rank of Private.
D) An applicant who has achieved acceptance for a probationary membership will be on
probation for six months. At the end of that year, the Board of Directors will vote on
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permanent membership. The Board of Directors vote must be a majority voting in favor of the applicant.
E) If the probationary member has not attended enough events to be fairly evaluated, the
Board of Directors may postpone their final membership vote until they are confident that fair vote can be taken.
F) At any time during the probation period, the probationary membership may be
terminated for any violation of Section 6 of this Article.
Section 3 –Inactive Members
Inactive members can only be listed as inactive for one year (see Section 5B of this Article).
Section 4 – Dues
The dues for each year will be set by a vote by the Board of Directors by January 1st of each year for the upcoming
year. The Treasurer will make a presentation to the membership and make a recommendation to either raise or
lower the dues based on the amount of money earned or lost during the current year. All dues are to be turned in no
later than the 1st of March or the Reading Reenactors’ Meeting, whichever comes first. The Treasurer will also make
a recommendation for fees associated with nonmembers attaching to the 506th for events. This will also be voted
on by the Board of Directors.
Section 5 – Membership Termination
There are 3 ways to terminate membership to the group:
A) Leave voluntarily when the member no longer wishes to be part of the 506th. It is
requested that the member gives the Corporation the courtesy of notifying the Board of
Directors of their decision to leave.
B) Have membership terminated due to a failure of attending group events. If a member
has not attended an event in one calendar year, he will be put on the inactive list. A second subsequent year of not
attending events will result in their membership being dissolved. Once placed on the inactive list, the member
forfeits their rank. Members of the military who have been placed on active duty are exempt from this policy while
serving their country.
C) Be dismissed due to disciplinary issues as outlined in Article 4, Section 6.
Section 6 – Violations
The actions that may lead to dismissal are, but not limited to;
A) Theft
B) Disrespect to veterans or their families
C) Fighting
D) Frequent drunkenness
E) Underage drinking
F) Wearing of unapproved uniform medals or personal decorations on uniform
G) Insubordination
H) Any other conduct deemed to be unbecoming a member of the 506th
I) Violating rules and policies set forth in the 506th Parachute Infantry Regiment Reenactors Soldiers Manual
A member who has violated any of these rules shall be subject to a disciplinary hearing as listed in Section 8 of this
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Article.
Section 7 – Disciplinary Hearing
When a member has been found to have violated the rules and regulations set forth by the Corporation, the Board of
Directors will meet and determine if the offense warrants
termination. The Board will consider the members contributions to the group and past
behavior before rendering a decision. If the Board decides that the offense warrants
termination, the offender has the choice of leaving on their own or explaining their actions in a disciplinary hearing.
The disciplinary hearing will consist of at least 4 of the Board of Directors and any members present at the event. ¾
of the members present must vote for dismissal for the member to be terminated from the 506th. Dues will not be
refunded for termination.
ARTICLE V
MEETING OF MEMBERS
Section 1 – Annual Meetings
The Board of Directors will meet in person annually in January of each year. The Board shall
determine the time and place of the meeting. The purpose of the meeting will be to
determine promotions within the group, finances, and other related group business.
Section 2 – Special Meetings
Special meetings may be called by any member of the Board of Directors for matters that
must be attended to in a timely fashion. This includes matters involving Article IV, Section 8, of these bylaws.
Section 3 – Notice and Location of Meetings
A special meeting must be held within 30 days from the date each member of the Board of Directors was
notified. The member of the Board that called for the special meeting is
responsible for finding an agreeable location for the meeting. If an agreeable location is not located or travel of the
Board deemed impractical, the meeting may be completed via a conference call.
Section 4 – Event Meetings
At each event the group attends, there will be a meeting among the membership. Each
member shall be given an opportunity to speak.
Section 5 – Quorum
In any vote, 2/3 of the Board of Directors and 1/2 of the membership must be present to
constitute a quorum. If the membership is not present for such a vote, the vote shall be postponed until an event
where there is a quorum or the vote may be put to the membership by the Secretary via email. Any vote, regardless
of whether there was a quorum present, can be overruled by a minimum of a 3 – 0 vote by the Board of Directors.
ARTICLE VI
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Section 1 – General Powers
The affairs of the Corporation shall be managed by its Board of Directors. Board members must be members of the
Corporation, but do not have to be residents of the state of incorporation.
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Section 2 – Number of Board Members
The number of Directors shall be 5, but not less than 4. Each Director shall hold office until they resign, are
removed, or terminated.
Section 3 – Compensation
Members of the Board of Directors will not be compensated for their time or efforts. A
member of the Board must understand that their work is voluntary.
Section 4 – Board Member Term
The Board of Director positions are permanent unless the individual holding that position has resigned or their
membership otherwise terminated.
Section 5 – Removal
Board Membership may resign at any point with no impact to the member’s standing with 506th PIR Reenactors Inc.
In cases of detrimental conduct or failure to uphold their responsibilities of their office, the Board of Directors may
remove any member of the Board at any time if, in its judgment, the best interest of the Corporation would be served
hereby. This requires a majority vote in favor of removal by the remaining board members.
Section 7 – Vacancies
Once a member leaves the Board of Directors, the remaining members of the Board of Directors shall nominate the
most deserving among the membership to fill the vacant role. At that time, the Secretary (or Vice President if
replacing the Secretary) shall hold a vote on the candidate for the Board of Directors. The candidate must receive a
majority in favor by the membership to become a member of the Board of Directors.
Section 8 – Offices of the Board of Directors
Each member of the board shall occupy one of the following offices:
A) President
B) Vice President
C) Treasurer
D) Secretary
E) Operations Officer
Section 9 – Responsibilities of the President
The President shall be the principal officer of the Corporation and shall supervise and
control all of the business and affairs of the Corporation. The President shall preside at all meetings of the
members and the Board of Directors. The President shall have all such powers as may reasonably be construed as
belonging to the chief executive of a non-profit corporation. The President shall be the only office that has rank
attached to its position. The President shall be the highest-ranking member of the group with the rank of Captain.
See Article XI for further information.
Section 10 – Responsibilities of the Vice President
The Vice President shall perform the duties of the President in the absence of the President or in the event of the
President’s inability to act. The Vice President will also assume the duties and responsibility of any vacant office or
absent member of the Board. The Vice President is responsible for ensuring that the Corporation maintains and files
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the appropriate paperwork yearly to maintain the Corporation’s status as a 501c3 organization. The Vice President
is also responsible for housing duplicates of all records kept by the Secretary.
Section 11 – Responsibilities of the Secretary
The Secretary shall keep the minutes and records of the Corporation in appropriate books, see that all notices are
given in accordance with these Bylaws or as provided by law, keep the seal of the Corporation and affix same to
corporate documents, keep a list of all members and directors/trustees and their mailing addresses and, in general,
perform all duties incidental to the office of Secretary and such other duties as may be assigned by the President
and/or the Board of Directors. The Secretary shall also be responsible for maintaining an inventory of all group
property and a list of the locations in which it is stored. This inventory shall be published to the group at least once a
year and updated throughout the year as necessary.
Section 12 – Responsibilities of the Treasurer
The Treasurer shall have charge and custody of and be responsible for all funds and
securities of the Corporation, and, in general, perform the duties incidental to the office of the Treasurer and other
duties as may be assigned by the President and/or the Board of
Directors. The Treasurer shall maintain the Corporation’s financial records, published to the group at the beginning
and end of the year but inspectable by any member of the group within two weeks of the inspection being
requested. The financial report shall list all income in and out with a receipt detailing each individual transaction.
Section 13 – Responsibilities of the Operations Officer
The Operations Officer shall be responsible for the training and education of all new members. While they are tasked
with leading and coordinating recruitment efforts, the recruitment of members is the responsibility of all members of
the group. The Operations Officer shall also be the individual responsible for coordinating the maintenance of the
Soldier’s Manual as outlined in Article IX and assembling the Rank Promotion materials as outlined in Article XI.
ARTICLE VIII
TREASURY
The Treasury is the responsibility of the Treasurer and the Board. They are to ensure that all procedures are
followed in the issuance of funds.
Section 1 – Minor Purchases
Any purchase that is under $250 that is deemed to be necessary or beneficial to the group by the Treasurer and one
or more members of the Board may be completed without any further procedure.
Section 2 – Major Purchases
Any purchase over $250 is considered a major purchase. A major purchase may be made by a majority vote by the
Board of Directors.
Section 3 – Application for Funds
All applications for funds must be made during a meeting of the membership. The member making the application
must complete a presentation to the membership during that meeting. Any application for funds for an item that is
time sensitive in its availability can be submitted to the Board of Directors immediately. The Board will hold an
Emergency Meeting to decide the matter. A majority vote by the Board is needed to complete the purchase.
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Section 4 – Sale of Group Property
Any divestment of group property, regardless of value, requires a unanimous vote in support of the sale by the Board
of Directors.
ARTICLE IX
SOLDIER’S MANUAL
A Soldier’s Manual of the history of 2HQ, uniform regulations, tactical formations, military courtesy, weapon safety,
rank structure, and other rules and regulations pertaining to military life will be issued to each member of the
506th. It is the responsibility of the Board of Director to establish and update this manual. Those members
shall confer amongst one another using primary sources to ensure period correctness in the policies set forth. It is
the responsibility of the membership to submit corrections supported by primary or secondary sources and requests
for additional information as they deem necessary.
ARTICLE XI
RANK AND PROMOTIONS
Section 1 – Current Rank
Any rank held prior to the ratification of these bylaws shall be kept unless the individual holding said rank wishes to
confirm to these rules.
Section 2 – Rank and Promotion References
The Corporation shall reference Table of Organization and Equipment 7-36 HQ and HQ CO, INFANTRY BATTALION,
PARACHUTE dated 1 Aug 1944–specifically the Headquarters Company (Column 5) as opposed to the Headquarters
(Column 4) and or combined section (Column 21) of the Table of Organization and Equipment (TO&E).
Section 3 – Rank and Promotion Percentages
Members shall not be assigned rank based off of a specific slot within the TO&E. While TO&E 7-36 serves as a guide
for promotion ratios, TO&E 7-36 shall not serve as a hard rule to be observed at all times. The goal of referencing
TO&E 7-36 is to avoid having too many Officers/NCOs and the issue of “Never have so few been led by so many.”
Rank and promotions will be authorized based on meeting the criteria in Section 5.
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Section 4 – Number of Ranks Recommended per Grade
Number per TO&E 7-

Percentage in

Number of Rank

36 1Aug44

Company

Recommended

Cpt.

1

0.53%

1

1Lt.

5

2.67%

1

2Lt.

1

0.53%

1

WO

0

0.00%

0

Msg.

0

0.00%

0

1sg.

1

0.53%

1

Tsg.

3

1.60%

1

Ssg.

16

8.56%

3

T/3

0

0.00%

0

Sgt.

11

5.88%

2

Cpl.

8

4.28%

2

T/4

10

5.35%

2

T/5

11

5.88%

2

Pfc.

88

47.06%

19

Pvt.

32

17.11%

7

Total Members of
Headquarters Company
per TO&E 7-36

Total Rank Slots
187

Available

42

Number of Members of
the Group on which the
Chart is Based
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Section 5 – Promotion Criteria
All new members will start at the rank of Private. No member shall be given rank based off of their former military
rank or rank given by another group. Promotions can be recommended to any of member of the Board of Directors;
however, the Board of Directors is responsible for nominating each individual and then voting upon the individual. At
least three members of the Board must approve the promotion before the individual is eligible to be given the test
for promotion. The individual must pass the promotion test in order to be consider eligible for promotion. Promotions
are not official until the 1Sg. or Commander has recognized the individual in front of the formation and presented
them with their new rank.
Section 6 – Promotion Test
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The test shall be comprised of no fewer than ten questions and no more than fifteen drawn from the Soldier’s
Manual as appropriate to the individual’s rank and experience in the group and interests within the Headquarters
Company structure (i.e. asking Mortar, 81-MM, M1 questions of those in the Mortar Section). Individuals attempting
to receive NCO or Officer rank must answer an additional five questions in regards to NCO and Officer
responsibilities including proper wear and appearance of the uniform. The test shall be given in either in a written or
oral format with the Soldier’s Manual held by the Board of Directors to confirm the candidate’s answers. There must
be at least three members of the Board of Directors present to give an individual the test. In the case of partially
correct answers, it is up to the members of the Board present to determine if the answer is acceptable; if there is no
clear consensus, a vote will be taken amongst the Board to determine the validity of the answer. The tests shall be
put together and maintained by the Operations Officer with a 5-0 Board of Directors vote approving the format and
questions before it is administered to any candidate. The goal of the test is not to ask obscure information and
prevent advancement; rather, it is to encourage learning and validate an individual’s knowledge before conferring
higher rank.
ARTICLE XII
SEAL
The seal of the Corporation shall be in the form affixed below. The seal shall be affixed to all official documents of
the 506th.
CORPORATE SEAL PICTURE CURRENTLY UNAVAILABLE
ARTICLE XIII
AMENDMENTS
These Bylaws may be amended or repealed by an affirmative vote of at least four members of the board at a
meeting called for the purpose of acting upon such amendment provided that all members of the board are present.

50

Appendix A: Flight Plan for the 82nd and 101st Airborne Divisions During Operation Neptune
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Appendix B: Bunk/Cot Setup Standards
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Appendix C: World War II Army Awards and Ribbons by Order of Precedence

Appendix D: Class A Awards by Time Period
Pre- Operation Neptune
●

Airborne Wings [with 506th Oval (Optional)]

●

Army Good Conduct Medal [AGCM] (Optional)

●

Marksmanship Badges

After Operation Neptune
●

Airborne Wings [with 506th Oval (Optional)]

●

AGCM (Optional)

●

Marksmanship Badges

●

1 overseas stripe

After Operation Market/at Mormelon
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●

Airborne Wings [with 506th Oval (Optional)]

●

AGCM (Optional)

●

Marksmanship Badges

●

2 overseas stripes

After Bastogne
•

Combat Infantrymen’s Badge (earned in Normandy but not seen until Post-Bastogne)

•

Distinguished Unit Citation [DUC] (2nd was awarded in March of 1945)

•

Airborne Wings [with 506th Oval (Optional)]

•

EAMEC ribbon with 1 arrowhead, 3 stars 108

•

AGCM (Optional)

•

Marksmanship Badges

•

2 overseas stripes

Post-V-E Day
•

Combat Infantrymen’s Badge (earned in Normandy but not seen until Post-Bastogne)

•

DUC with Oak Leaf

•

Airborne Wings [with 506th Oval (Optional)]

•

EAMEC ribbon with 1 arrowhead 4 stars

•

AGCM (Optional)

•

Marksmanship Badges

•

3 overseas stripes

Do not wear CIBs, awards for valor or wounds if you did not earn them in the actual military. 109
Appendix E: The United States Army Ranks in World War II 110

War Department Circular No. 465 Dated 9 December 1944 courtesy of Joshua Kerner
To be frank, it is better to avoid the drama and not wear them altogether. “If you have to tell someone you’re special….”
110 Enlisted Rank is worn on the sleeves, while Officer Rank is worn on epaulets on the shoulders
108
109
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Appendix F: U.S. Parachutes of World War II
T-5 Parachute: “By the Normandy invasion,
the early white T-5 rigs had been replaced
by the camouflage models for operational
use. […] By late 1943, production of the
first pattern harness style switched to the
robust second pattern, identified by the
extra web and stitching securing the
reserve D-rings. By Normandy,
approximately 70% of T-5 harnesses were
of the double reinforced pattern. Although a
handful of white static lines were still in
use, the standard rig was equipped with OD
webbing.” 111
Figure 16 - T-5 Parachute

T-5 (Modified) Parachute: “After the
experience of many veterans in Normandy,

Figure 17-T-5 (Modified)
Parachute

SHAEF commanded that all T-5 harnesses be retrofitted with the controversial quick release box. This modification
was done on a crash basis by hacking off both chest straps and replacing them with new ones fitted with release
lugs. Hastily manufactured extensions clipped onto the existing leg straps and provided the necessary extra length.
While these modified T-5s equipped most units of the 101st, insufficient quantities dictated the issue of regular T5's to the 82nd Airborne. The 101st continued use of this modified parachute through the summer of 1945 due to
the scarcity of the new T-7.” 112
T-7 Parachute: “The T-7 parachute assembly was standardized on March 13, 1944, but did not see service
in-theater until late 1944. Although pack trays remained virtually identical to the T-5, the new single point release
harness was introduced. The harness took a step away from the double layered Type VIII black dot webbing and
instead used a thicker, single layer 5,000 lb Type X webbing. The
earliest T-7s were manufactured with the OD painted hardware, but by
early 1945, cadmium became standard.” 113
43H Reserve Parachute: “In December 1942 the larger 24'
reserve was adopted, which we refer to as the 43H pattern. This style
saw extensive use throughout the war, seeing action in all major
combat drops except the 1942 North Africa landings. This style is
identified by its larger, more rounded appearance, single carry handle
on the ripcord side, and twin center "belly band" loops.“ 114
https://www.theriggerdepot.com/t-5-normandy.html
https://www.theriggerdepot.com/t-5-market-garden.html
113 https://www.theriggerdepot.com/t-7-assemblies.html
114 https://www.theriggerdepot.com/43h-reserve-normandy.html
111
112
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Figure 18-43H Reserve Parachute-Marked
either AN6513-1A or T-5

Appendix G: Aerial Delivery of Supplies 115
“Two methods are in use for ejecting parachute containers from the cargo airplanes. One method utilizes a pararack, in which the containers and parachutes are placed in a rack under the plane and released mechanically. The
other method is the manual ejection of the containers from the door of the plane.” Containers were marked with
Lamp Assembly Identification, Aerial Delivery Container, Type A-1
ParapacksA-4: “Type A-4 is an adjustable reinforced canvas container, 12"x 24"x 30". One end is opened for loading
and is closed with laced flaps. It can be used for the delivery of supplies such as rations, medical supplies, and
clothing. (Clothing, however, is one item which is often dropped in bundles, free fall, as there is no danger of
damage.) Two corrugated fiber boxes 12"x 12"x 30" are available to be used with this container for additional
protection of fragile articles.”
A-5: “The Type A-5 container is a sheet of heavy canvas 15' long and 56" wide with a pad of felt. It was
developed primarily for the purpose of dropping rifles to parachute troops. Rifles are placed on the felt pad and
rolled up in the canvas to form a roll approximately 18" in diameter. The ends are protected with removable end
caps.”
A-6: “Type A-6 container is a canvas cover fitted over a 12"x 12"x 30" corrugated fiber carton. A shockabsorbing pad is attached to the bottom. The unit is used for dropping rations or three plastic water containers of
five-gallon capacity, which fit into the fiber carton. The water containers may, of course, be used for dropping other
liquids such as milk or medicine.”
A-7: “Container Type A-7 is an adjustable webbing sling designed to carry a standard ammunition box. It can
be adapted to carry other equipment or supplies such as three standard five-gallon Quartermaster water cans.”
A-8: “The Type A-8 container is a rigid, octagonal-shaped box 50" long and 18" in diameter. It is constructed
of fiber board and may be collapsed for stowing. Shock pads, for both the inside and outside of the container, have
been designed to absorb landing shocks. This container was an on-the-job development designed to fill the need for
a rigid container for dropping rifles to parachute troops and to supplement the A-5 container, which must be
dropped from a greater height.”
A-9: Webbing sling similar to that of the A-7; these two were merged under the “A-7” label late in the war.
A-10: “Type A-10 container is nothing more than a cargo net measuring approximately 9'x 9', with a 3½"
diamond mesh. It is used for dropping miscellaneous supplies, either Class I, III, IY, or V.”
Canopies“Parachute assemblies consist of the canopy and pack. Early models of the canopies were of cotton fabric,
later changed to rayon. Some of the larger canopies are now being made of nylon because of its lightness and
strength. For identification purposes, canopies are made in various colors-red, green, blue, yellow, or natural. By
establishing a color code, the type of supplies being delivered is easily determined by the color of the canopy. For
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Taken from article by MAJOR RAYMOND C. ALTERMATT, Q.M.C. published in The Quartermaster Review September-October 1945.
http://www.qmmuseum.lee.army.mil/WWII/aerial_supplies.htm
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instance, blue canopies might designate water, red canopies, ammunition, green canopies, rations, etc.” These
designations changed depending on jump and unit.
G-1: The aerial delivery parachute, known as type G-1, is a 24' canopy for use with loads up to 300 pounds.
It was developed several years ago and was standardized in December of 1942. The containers described above are
those frequently encountered in dropping Quartermaster supplies and are used with the Parachute, Type G-1.”
G-2: “Canopy measures 24'and is capable of carrying loads up to 3,000 pounds.”
G-3: “Canopy measures 28' and is capable of carrying loads up to 3,000 pounds.”
G-4: “Canopy measures 36' and is capable of carrying loads up to 3,000 pounds.”
G-5: “Canopy measures 48' and is capable of carrying loads up to 3,000 pounds.”
Appendix H: Uniform and Equipment Purchase Order Recommendation
●

Coat, Parachute, Jumpers with Service Sleeve Insignia, 101st

●

Trousers, Parachute, Jumpers

●

Boots, Parachutist

●

Cap, Garrison, Olive Drab with Airborne Patch

●

Footlocker

●

Cot, Folding, Canvas

●

Wool Blanket

●

Tent, Shelter Half

●

Canteen, M-1910/1942 and Cup, M-1910

●

Belt, Web, Waist, EM, M-1937

●

Suspenders, Trouser-

●

Shirt, Flannel, OD (M-1937/42 Wool Shirt)

●

Helmet, Steel, Parachutist M-2/M1C with Liner-

●

Cartridge Belt, M-1923 (Cartridge Belt) (If using Rifle, M1)

●

Cover, Canteen, Dismounted, M-1910 (Canteen Cover)

●

Suspenders, Belt, M-1936 (Combat Suspenders)

●

Bag, Canvas, Field, OD, M-1936 (Musette Bag)

●

Pouch, First-Aid Packet, M-1924/1942 (First Aid Pouch)

●

Shovel, Intrenching, M-1943 with Carrier, Shovel, Intrenching M-1943

●

Jacket, Field, M-1943 & Trouser, Field, M-1943, modified (M-43s)

●

Boots, Service, Combat (Double Buckle Boots)

●

Sweater, High Neck (Wool Sweater)

●

Weapon

●

Raincoat, Dismounted

●

Belt, Pistol, M-1936 (Pistol Belt) (Sooner if using Carbine, M1/M1A1)
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●

Holder, Rifle Clip (Rigger Pouch)x4

●

Necktie, Cotton, Mohair, Khaki (G.I. Tie) (sooner if interested in attending dances)

●

Trousers, Wool Serge, OD (sooner if interested in attending dances)

●

Coat, Wool, Serge, OD 18-oz (Class A Jacket) (sooner if interested in attending dances)

●

Jacket, Field, Wool, OD, M-1944 (Ike Jacket)
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